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From the Director 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters  

I am very pleased to share the 20th year journey (2018-2019)    

 of Madurai Seed in this annual report. 

Our endeavours have provided children and young people with opportunities 

they wouldn’t otherwise have and raised them as confident individuals who 

can start to think of their dreams, and works to develop the skill sets and 

educational qualifications needed to achieve the dreams.  

Along with our regular activities, when looking back this year we have done 

more activities in the field of art, craft, theatre and teacher trainings to 

volunteers.   

I feel heartened and grateful to all our board members, advisors, donors, 

partners, volunteer, and well-wishers for travelling on this journey and 

collectively working together.  

I look forward another decade and more years envisioning Madurai Seed is 

able to accommodate more children, grown into a more sustainable 

organization, fulfilling dreams of more young people, and implementing      

more innovative models. 

Thanks to you all.  

Sincerely 

 

KARTHIKBHARATHI A S  
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MADURAI SEED is a grass root level nonprofit organization 

founded in 1999, aims to promote underprivileged children and 

young people through education. “Seed” refers to our belief that 

every child has great potential, when children and young people are 

supported with adequate resources and opportunities they can 

grow and achieve great heights. 
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     Our Mission 

To provide a supportive nurturing environment for socially 

economically disadvantaged children and young people to discover 

and develop their mental abilities, to enrich their sense of self-

esteem, to empower them with emotional stability, and to promote 

personal and social responsibilities.  
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Highlights of the year 2018-2019 
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• Madurai Seed is stepping into 20th year in the educational interventions 

for the upliftment of underprivileged children and young people. 

• In the 2018-2019 educational year, we functioned through 3 children 

centers, 2 young people center, and 2 hostels. Around 475 children got 

benefited directly through these evening supplementary education 

centers.  

• 26 Young people got benefited directly. 

• 61 students wrote the public exams in 10,11, and 12th classes. 75% of 

them are first generation educated.  

• 4 young people settled in full time jobs.  

• 4 young people are completing under graduation. 

• 2 young people are completing their professional courses. 

• Madurai Seed’s board is shuffled. Karthikbharathi is given Director 

position, where Elavarasi is the president and Managing Trustee. 

• A new website is launched www.maduraiseed.org 

• Our programs got attention from lots of Tamil and English newspapers.  

• Asha for education and Friends of Madurai Seed has sponsored for a 

lease of new classroom for children 

http://www.maduraiseed.org/


Event Spotlights 
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Vasantham Summer Camp for 6 days 

 

Margazhi Utsav – Children Carnival – 

Theater Festival for 5 days 

 

 

Production of 2 children plays 

 

 

Partnership Activities – Teacher 

Training by Nandavanam, Chennai 

 

 

English classes by abroad 

volunteers and interns 

 



 

Education is transformational. 

It changes lives…
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Learning and Growing 

Together
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Holistic Education Centers 

 
List of beneficiaries from holistic education centers 

Arangam Male Female Total 

Vandugal Arangam 

Classes 1 to 4 

40 47 87 

Vergal Arangam 

Classes 5 to 8 

51 51 102 

Kanavugal Arangam 

Classes 9 to 12 

25 34 59 

Boys Hostel 

Classes 6 to 10 

117 - 117 

Children Hostel 

Classes 1 to 5 

60 50 110 

TOTAL Children 293 182 475 

Thedalgal Arangam 

College young people 

13 12 25 

TOTAL Young People 13 12 25 
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5• Children Education Centers

2• Young People Education Centers 



Vandugal Arangam is an education center 

for children from classes 1 to 4, aged 

between 5 to 9 years old. 4 teaching 

volunteers are there to teach children. 

“Vandugal” in Tamil means active kids. 

There are some kindergarten kids also joins 

in the classes.  

Tamil and English language basics are given more importance in this center 

like identification of alphabets, sounds, and basic vocabularies. The volunteers 

do this through rhymes, pictures, stories, and drills. The students also get help 

in mathematics and school home works. The center functions two hours 6 to 8 

in the evening from Monday to Friday. During the weekend, they play games, 

read stories, and see movies.  

 

Vandugal Arangam 
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Standard Boys Girls Total 

I 10 06 16 

II 13 09 22 

III 08 19 27 

IV 09 13 22 

Total 40 47 87 



Vergal Arangam is a study center for 

children from classes 5 to 8, aged between 

10 to 13 years old. 4 teaching volunteers are 

there to teach children. “Vergal” in Tamil 

means roots. This age group children needs 

to stay rooted in the education system to 

avoid dropouts.  

English and Math classes are given more importance in this center because they 

are the two subjects children find difficult. The volunteers do this through individual 

attention giving and clearing the doubts. The students also get help in school home 

works and tests. The center functions three hours 6 to 9 in the evening from 

Monday to Saturday. Saturday is a kind of no bag day, on that day children play 

games, read library books, involve in other creative activities.   

Vergal Arangam 
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Standard Boys Girls Total 

V 11 12 23 

VI 14 13 27 

VII 15 15 30 

VIII 11 11 22 

Total 51 51 102 



Kanavugal Arangam is supplementary 

education center for children from classes 9 

to 12, aged between 14 to 17 years old. 8 

teaching volunteers are there to teach 

children. “Kanavugal” in Tamil means 

dreams. These adolescent children need 

more guidance and counselling.   

Individual subject wise classes are given importance because 10,11,12th std 

are attending board exams. In these classes, the students have to identify their 

skills, study interest, and career interests. They have to choose different 

subject disciplines for 11th and 12th std. These children also are taking part in 

all the extra-curricular activities to learn crucial life skills and values. Girl 

children are encouraged to continue studies and higher education.  

Kanavugal Arangam 
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Standard Boys Girls Total 

IX 14 10 24 

X 04 07 11 

XI 05 09 14 

XII 02 08 10 

Total 25 34 59 



4 volunteers go to this boy’s hostel to assist the 

children in school subjects. The boys are from 

various villages and slums around Madurai and 

study in a public school nearby. The volunteers 

teach from 7.00 to 8.30 from Monday to Friday. 

10th std students are given special training for 

Maths and English.  

There were children who lacked basic reading, writing in both Tamil, English, 

and simple arithmetic skills. Initial oral and written tests were given and 

identified such students from 6th to 9th std. If this lacking continues, the 

students suffer to pass 10th std and chances are high they will leave academic 

streams. So, special classes were given to them regularly. They were given 

basic classes sounds, alphabets, simple vocabularies, etc. Now, they are 

showing great improvement. We also add the hostel students in our public 

events.   

Boys Hostel Center 
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Standard Boys 

VI 21 

VII 27 

VIII 18 

IX 33 

X 18 

Total 117 



The children are from classes I to V aged 

from 5 to 10 years. They are from very poor 

families around many villages near Madurai. 

They are very young children need family 

care and love but they are studying in hostel 

due to disadvantaged situations. It is a 

residential school. Our evening classes are 

from 6 to 7.30 from Monday to Friday. 

2 volunteers went to this hostel last year. They assisted the children in learning 

alphabets, sounds both in Tamil, English and arithmetic operations like 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Children who lacked in basic 

skills were given extra attention and training. The children are also added in 

some of our public events and extra-curricular activities.  

Children Hostel Center 
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60 male and 50 female 

students, totally 110 children 

benefited from standard                 

1 to 5 



Thedalgal in Tamil means “Discover”, 

this center is for young people who are 

studying at college and teaching at 

Madurai Seed. They are the volunteers 

and important strength of Madurai 

Seed. Most of the volunteers are 

former children benefited in our 

centers.   

 
Apart from their service as teachers and organizers of events, many programs are 

planned exclusively for young people to develop their life skills and personality, values, 

and exposures. They teach and learn; they give benefits and get benefits at the same 

time. Most of them are first generation college going young people and need education 

and career guidance. Higher education of women is very much encouraged. 

Thedalgal Arangam  
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Year Male Female Total 

1st year 02 02 04 

2nd Year 03 05 08 

3rd Year 03 01 04 

4th Year 01 00 01 

Professional  
Course 

02 02 04 

Teaching  
Alumni 

03 01 04 

Total 14 11 25 



• Among 25 young people, 15 young people (9 male: 6 female) are first generation 

college going students.  

• 25 teaching volunteers receive monthly stipend from Asha for Education, Boston  

• Muthuganesh (IT field), Jensi (Accountant), James, Mathan (Private Jobs) have 

settled in full time jobs. 

•  Vasim,Srinath,Nandhini,and Premkumar are completing their under graduation. 

• Vigneshwaran and Anand are completing their professional course in graphic 

designing and going to settle in jobs. 

 

Courses young people are studying Male Female Total 

Graphic Designing 2 - 02 

Engineering - 1 01 

Pharmacy - 2 02 

English 2 2 04 

Maths 1 2 03 

Tourism 2 - 02 

Zoology - 1 01 

Geography  - 1 01 

Commerce 1 1 02 

Chemistry 1 - 01 

Economics 1 - 01 

Competitive exam coaching 1 - 01 

Total 11 10 21 

Course Completed Young People (Alumni)    

Engineering 1 - 01 

Commerce - 1 01 

English 1 - 01 

Tamil 1 - 01 

Total 3 1 04 
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Thedalgal Resource Center 

The center which was dedicated to the constructive activities for youth by Madurai Seed and 

Kaleidoscope is successfully going on achieving its dream. The center is now becoming 

popular and people uses it for literary, art, and social activities. It is becoming a hub of 

alternative thinkers and activists in the field of education, art, and social service.  

Madurai Seed and Kaleidoscope are using the place regularly for our programs. Madurai 

Seed children and young people are taking part in all the activities at the center.   

Madurai Seed activities at Thedalgal Resource Center 

29/07/2018 Workshop for effective communication for interviews and presentations 

for Madurai Seed young people given by Andrea Wilson 

08/12/2018 Experiential Teaching workshop for Madurai Seed volunteers and 

Teacher trainees given by Nandavanam team 09/12/2018 

22/01/2019 Strategies for teaching English workshop for Madurai seed volunteers 

and teacher trainees given by Keith and Nick 

 

    

Teacher Training workshops by Nandavanam 

    

Workshop for young people     English workshop for teachers 
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VIZHUTHUGAL 

Alumni Meet: Happiness in Togetherness 

We are drowning in a lifestyle where celebrations and gatherings are occupied by gadgets, 

cinema, mediocrity, television, empty talks but the “Diwali & Alumni Meet” is a platform for 

former and current students to join as a family, to chat, to share experiences, and to have 

fun spending time meaningfully. The event was coordinated for the former and present 

young people of Madurai Seed to recite the memories and share Diwali wishes. 

38 alumni members made their big part for the Diwali celebrations that took place in the 

Gandhi Museum on 4th November 2018. Among them, 24 paid subscriptions, 16 made 

donations and 30 celebrated Diwali with children. 

• Our alumnus Mr. Browny who is a teacher marked this occasion with his presence 

as the chief guest.  

• Through stories and quotes, young orator Mr. Britto shared the need of reading. 

• With a welcome speech, lighting lamps, photography, cultural, special wish from 

guests, dinner and tea added the event an extra dose of happiness among all. 

• Balamurugan (2012 batch) brings handful of sweets and Muthaiya (2013 batch) 

presents cards to kids every Diwali. 

• The “One up dance crew” dance performance of Madurai Seed children, and young 

people was breath-taking. 

• Children enjoyed hearing Britto’s stories, guest’s Diwali speech and former volunteers’ 

fond memories of happy student hood in Madurai Seed. 

We hope for a greater number of alumni’s participation in the coming year too. We thanked 

each and every one for celebrating this togetherness. 

• O.Manikandan, Saranya, Pethuraja, Sulthan, Muniyasamy from Alumni has 

donated during various occasions 
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Scholarship Program 

The scholarships help children and young people to cover their school, college fees partly. 

We always encourage parents to take part in a possible level. For some needy and 

committed young people we cover full expenses for higher education and professional 

courses. We are strong on the principle, the aspiration to study should not stop because of 

financial reasons. We give preference to regular children and young people who attend our 

education centers, single parent family, the urgency and importance.  

On 08.07.2019, scholarships for children were distributed in the presence of our trustees 

and parents. The parents are given inputs on importance of education, supporting their 

children’s dreams, and Madurai Seed activities.  

      

 

     

List of beneficiaries through scholarships 2018-2019 

Arangam Classes Male Female Total 

 Vandugal Arangam 1 to 4 22 18 40 

Vergal Arangam 5 to 8 25 32 57 

Kanavugal Arangam 9 to 12 20 26 46 

Total Children  67 76 143 

Thedalgal Arangam College Young People 10 07 17 

Professional Courses 02 01 03 

Total Young People  12 08 20 
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Story of Hope 

Hi, I’m Vicky. I came to Madurai Seed when I was 

10 years old. I volunteered for 3 years here and 

completed my graduation in commerce. With 

the exposures I got from Madurai Seed, I 

was very much interested towards 

studying visual communication in 

college. But I couldn’t afford it. Later 

Madurai Seed has given me 

opportunities to take photos and videos in 

the organization’s events. That was the time I 

found my interest and started learning basic level 

photography and editing by myself. I like capturing 

photos of people and their emotions. I wanted to become a professional photographer and 

video editor. While I was preparing myself to achieve the dream; Madurai Seed sponsored 

me to pursue Graphic designing and video editing course. With the big support of Ms. Andrea 

Wilson and FMS, I’m now qualified to work as video editor/graphic designer. I would like to 

extend my thanks to the sponsorship program of Madurai Seed which helps many young 

people to study and fulfil their dreams of what they wish to be. 

 

Passion becomes profession 

I’m Anand. I was 7 years old when I joined in 

Madurai Seed. Though I am an average student, 

Madurai Seed was very supportive to my 

academics in my school time; I was 

interested in dance then. I have 

completed my under graduation in 

Tourism and Hospitality 

Management. Madurai Seed gave me 

the first opportunity to work with cameras. 

I was practicing a lot with camera, learning 

about lighting and framing during outings, events 

in Madurai Seed. Cameras fascinated me. Madurai 

Seed has done a great help in the course of discovering myself. I wished to study video 

editing course and with the sponsorship of Ms. Andrea Wilson, I could continue my studies 

in the field of my interest and it paved me a way to reach my destination as a professional 

video editor/graphic designer. Madurai Seed helped me to realize my potential, and 

supported me to execute my passion. Thanks to all 
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Skills and Personality Development Programs 
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Children and young people are deprived of opportunities and 

resources to develop their interests and skills. In this situation, 

our SAPDP programs raise the children and young people as 

confident and responsible individuals. They learn important life 

skills that shape their relationship with the society. They are 

able to think of their dreams for future and can learn necessary 

skills and values at present to achieve the dream. They can 

identify and develop their interests and talents. 

• Senthamizh Library 

• Children Federation (MSCF) 

• Young people Federation (MSYF) 

• Thenkoodu Children bank 

• Puthuyugam Children Magazine  

• Club Activities 

• Camp 

• Theater Activities 

• Art and Craft 

• Educational Guidance 

• Teacher Trainings 

• English Classes 

• Young People Development activities  

• Field Trips 

• Special Days 

• Celebrations 

 



Senthamizh Library 

 

World Book Day: 23.04.2018  

A book is a dream that you hold in your hands. 

Children and young people read stories 

together and interacted with each other. 

Children are introduced to Madurai Seed's 

library and important books available in there. 

They select books from various sections like 

bilingual story, English short stories, children 

magazines, fairy tales, science, and Tamil story 

collections. They listed top twenty books 

according to the plot, characters, and length 

and then they displayed it. The curiosity of the 

unplugged minds takes them to an imaginary 

world.  

Book Fair Visit: 3,4,5.09.2018 

Madurai Seed children of 95 numbers visited 

the book fair stalls, bought books of their 

interests. It is an annual fair, they also liked 

attending famous writers’ speeches, and 

debates of Tamil scholars. Book fair 

motivates and offers children to purchase 

from the wide range of books. This promotes 

them to have a small book shelf for their own 

at home. It was indeed a challenge for them 

to choose from various topics for kids. They 

explored in the newest book collections and 

mostly bought science, comics and biography books from the book fair.  

Long story: 25.09.2018 

Volunteers Vigneswaran, Anand, Srinath 

along with Karthik Bharathi shared their 

"Qrius Learning” workshop experiences. 

They have introduced some techniques from 

"Long Story Method" learning. Children 

and young people have participated with 

great enthusiasm.  The exercises were 

related to reading practice, storytelling, 

Tamil vocabulary, and sentence making. The 

volunteers shared that the workshop was 

very novel, and learned many things related to teaching methods. 
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Thenkoodu Children Bank 

Children save their pocket money in this bank. They were given passbooks and the 

savings are entered daily. Their savings will be returned to them in the beginning of new 

educational year with 20% interest to their amount. This helps their educational expenses 

and reduce the burden on parents.  

 

Every penny counts 

On 11.06.2018, the savings of the children in 

the year 2017-2018 were distributed. Parents 

and Children took part in the event. The 

children who saved more money in each class 

were given special encouragement prizes.  96 

children saved Rs. 26, 793. Madurai Seed 

added interest of Rs. 5213. Totally 32, 006 

was distributed to children.  

Savings of children 2018-2019 

Arangam-wise saving 

Vandugal Arangam Classes 1 to 4 Rs. 13141 

Vergal Arangam Classes 5 to 8 Rs. 13841 

Kanavugal Arangam Classes 9 to 12 Rs. 10855 

 

Classes with highest saving 

Class Amount 

2nd std Rs. 5861 

7th std Rs. 5274 

9th std Rs. 4395 

 

Children with highest saving 

Name Class Amount 

P.Brindha 2nd std Rs. 4674 

S. Karunya Thithi 7th std Rs. 1561 

S. Loganayagi 9th std Rs. 1746 

 

The savings in the year 2018-2019 will be distributed in June 2019 when the schools are 

reopening.  

23 



Madurai Seed Children Federation (MSCF) 

MSCF acts as a body comprises of children 

leaders, club Inchargers, and class 

representatives. They are giving their 

participation in planning programs. It helps to 

develop their leadership skills and 

communication skills. These groups make the 

children feel they are important, responsible 

and their participatory rights are protected.  

 

Madurai Seed Youth Federation (MSYF) 

MSYF acts as a bridge between young 

people and MADURAI SEED administration. 

MADURAI SEED relies 100% on its young 

people. This body plans activities for young 

people. Young people act as role models for 

children. MSCF and MSYF are working 

together in order to play as a team.  

 

 

Rrepresentatives of various clubs and activities 

Children Federation (MSCF) Sivasankari (IV), Dhivakar (IV), Bhavana (VIII), Haribala (VIII), 

Jerk (XII). Presidents: Jeeva XII, Bhavana XII 

Young People Federation (MSYF) President: Srinath Representatives: Vindhiya, Surya 

Library Kavya (IV), Aravind (VI), Gobika (X), Vindhiya (Volunteer) 

Thenkoodu Children Bank Dhivakar (IV), Kathigaideepa (VII), Swehta (XI), Surya 

(Volunteer) 

Young People Saving Scheme Makathu Nilavu (Volunteer) 

Puthuyugam Journal Saran (IV), Ranjani (VIII), Loganayaki (X), Sundari (Volunteer) 

Mutram Literature Club Kaviarasan (IV), Chithiraiselvam (VIII), Pandi (X), Viji 

(Volunteer) 

Galileo Science Club Kanishka (V), Kason (VI), Nesamani (X), Nandhini (Volunteer) 

Aagayagangai Social Science Club Vaishnavi (IV), Aravind (VIII), Hema (XI), Sathish (Volunteer) 

Suvadugal Sports Club Jaisanthosh (IV), Sivaranjani (VIII), Sundar (IX), Prem 

(Volunteer) 

Vanmugil Cultural Club Sivamani (IV), Balasoundarya (V), Kathik (IX), Anand 

(Volunteer) 

Annai Medical Club Ajay (IV), Rekha (VIII), Nisha (IX), Kaleeshwari (Volunteer) 
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Representatives of various clubs and activities 

     

Mutram Literature Club    Galileo Science Club 

     

Aagayagangai Social Science Club   Suvadugal Sports Club 

     

Vanmugil Cultural Club     Annai Medical Club 

    

Senthamizh Library    Thenkoodu Children Bank 

         

Puthuyugam Journal        MSYF Leader         Youth Rotational Fund 
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                            Puthuyugam Children Magazine 

 

“From 2007 to 2016, 25 issues came out. Last three years, we couldn’t publish the 

magazine.  

In 2020, we would like to publish one annual magazine, 26th issue as “Children Theatre 

Special Issue” with 20 theatre scripts comprises of dramas acted by our children and young 

people in the past years and some dramas written by children. We believe we will succeed 

in bringing this issue.  
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Club Activities 

 

“Club activities introduce children with diverse knowledge and practical fields like 

science, history, geography, arts, and other humanities. Children can take part in all 

the activities and choose a field of interest and develop skills in the field. We 

introduce knowledge not only from books but from people, places, conversations, 

and practice.” 

 

 
• Mutram Literature Club 

• Galileo Science Club 

• Aagayagangai Social Science Club 

• Vanmugil Cultural Club 

• Suvadugal Sports Club 

• Annai Medical Club 
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MUTRAM LITERATURE CLUB 

 

Literature is one of the most interesting and                                                     

significant expressions of humanity 
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Story Reading: 17.05.2018: Volunteer Arunkumar read two tamil short stories, 

Sokavanam by Dharman, an ecological literature and Minnal by Rajanarayanan, a story of 

a simple incident in a rural setting. Both stories are enjoyed by children.  

 

Draw a story: 18.05.2018: Two teams were given 

a board and a handful of colour chalks and 

markers. They created a story and given an image 

to that by drawing the characters, places, and 

things related to the story. The other team tried to 

guess the story. At last one of the team members 

revealed the real story behind the scribbles. Very 

fun and creative evening.  

 

 

Story Telling: 21.05.2018: Teacher. Madurai 

Saravanan, interacted with children and young 

people of Madurai Seed. Narrated children's 

stories connecting it with the current scenario of 

our country and it was very much enjoyed and felt 

by the children. They burst out into laughter for his 

every action for the characters in the story.  

It was a great evening for us. Girls honoured him 

with a shawl, a painting and traditional sweets. 

 

Learning Folk Lyrics: 23.09.2018: Let’s sing: 

Children practiced folk songs from various genre 

in groups. Thanks to the internet, 6 beautiful 

songs were curated. Volunteers helped children 

in needful ways synchronized singing and pitch 

variations. A Tamil lullaby, Song about father's 

love, Song about mother's love, Fishermen song, 

Song about women education, Song about poor 

were elicited and played with traditional music 

instruments. Children beautifully rendered their part singing happily, and in the mood what 

the song required. It was a meaningful, fun-tastic morning. 
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GALILEO SCIENCE CLUB 

 

 

The important thing is to never stop questioning 
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Did you know: 19.05.2018: 20 Madurai seed children and 4 young people attended the 

one-day mega science workshop 

organized as Big Bang- Science - A- thon of 

Let’s make Engineering simple. LMES 

provided hands on experiments to give 

thorough practical knowledge in Science. 

What is a molecule, how sound waves travel, 

why we use liquid hydrogen as rocket fuel, 

how rockets fly high, and so many facts are 

discussed with kids by Prem Anand from 

LMES. At the end of the workshop, a science 

kit was provided for kids. Mr. Murugesan Krishnasamy sponsored us for entry tickets. 

Madurai Seed kids grabbed this opportunity to learn and see what Science is, and how to 

apply it. The theoretical explanations in Tamil along with practical applications of many 

science facts proved a great experience to all. 

 

Periscope Making: 23.05.2018: Children experimented the laws of reflection by making 

Periscope with two plain mirrors fixed at 45* 

degree each at right angles in a thin 

cardboard box with two eyepieces on its two 

sides. Children learnt the principle behind 

submarine ships which use periscope with 

lenses and mirrors. Videos explained about 

periscope were screened. Children and 

young people framed the instrument model, 

glued its sides to form a rectangular box, 

fixed the mirrors at correct angles, cut and 

pasted the eyepieces, finally observed the 

objects which are away from direct line-of-sight. They made it simply but enthusiastically, 

and curiously. They loved doing it using the science kit given away by LMES 

 

Concept Learning: 29.05.2018: Key 

concepts in Basic Science discussed by Mr. 

Sivakumar, a teacher. Understanding the 

fundamentals helps to see how the whole 

universe functions. Children gained accurate 

explanations for science theorems & 

principles, observed illustrations using simple 

things. They interacted and perceived 

phenomena related to Physics & Math 

functions through this lecture.   
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Experimenting Science facts: 26.08.2018: Experiments, power point presentation, do 

you know? Q & A, facts and explanations, puzzles, and science related videos screened and 

presented by students from I to XII std of Madurai Seed. The stage gave them new learning 

experiences with answers of unknown everyday science facts. The participants involved in 

discussing science topics from their text book, gathered sources to demonstrate it, and 

finally presented it with photos and videos. The purpose of conducting science club activities 

for students is to motivate, think, imagine, communicate about fundamentals science. The 

interaction makes them build confidence, grow their scientific knowledge, filter their shyness 

and fear, and so boost their interests towards Science. Various topics were discussed, 

demonstrated, and explained by students. 

    

Science Seminars: 27.08.2018: Teaching volunteers of Madurai Seed gave seminars on 

various topics like Rocket science, Airplane technology, Water transport system, bicycle 

science, hazardous effects of plastics, food colouring chemicals and its effects, science in 

food, involuntary actions of human mind, CPU and functions of computer, natural disasters, 

video editing basics, photography techniques and functions, and some common basic 

science questions were presented with videos, photos series. We really appreciate the 

teaching volunteers of Madurai Seed for wonderful presentations. 
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Levitation: 08.09.2019: Mr. Muruges has brought a device along with him. It has a globe 

and electromagnet unplugged. When he passed electricity to the device, a magic happened, 

the globe floated. Children exclaimed when he explained that it’s not a magic, it’s called 

"Levitation". As the globe has a magnet in it, and the device has electromagnet in it, both 

generates two opposite forces resulting the globe to float in mid-air. The biggest application 

of it is Maglev trains which is under process in China, Germany. Maglev levitation's 

principle, uses, examples were presented by him with clear explanations. Videos on 

levitation principle, maglev trains were screened. It was followed by another session on 

future technology of development in which he discussed about 3D printing, Artificial 

Intelligence, Driverless Cars, IOT, Electric vehicles.  

    

Brain games: 24.09.2018 – Morning: Workouts for brain: Children actively involved in doing 

puzzles, word building, word scramble, word connection, emoji connection, and lateral 

thinking exercises. They have participated in these challenges with much enthusiasm in 

small groups. Quick answers came from young children, when older grade children 

stretching their brain. Team playing yielded answers. Brain trainers and psychological 

experiments were really an "edujoyment" for them while playing on screen with iPad.  
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Sweetness of Maths: 24.09.2018 - Evening: Who dislike Mathematics? Almost 80% hands 

raised before the session. Volunteer Venkatesh facilitated this session to wire the children's 

mind in favour of Mathematics. He introduced many short cut methods for multiplication, 

finding square roots. He showed the time difference between traditional and short cut 

method. He asked children to come forward and do Maths in the blackboard. At first children 

hesitated to come, later there was competition between children to go forward. He also 

asked Maths and lateral thinking puzzles. Many of the puzzles were answered by children. 

We hope the bitterness and fear towards Mathematics will be eradicated through fun and 

activity-oriented learning. 

 

Moon Watching: 20.10.2018: Galileo Science Centre, Theni organized this event at 

Teppakulam, Madurai on a full moon day. They set up two telescopes there, and posters 

about moon and its connection to earth and the sun. The program is to bring awareness 

about science among public. Madurai Seed children took part in the event and watched 

moon through telescopes. Elavarasi helped in setting up the telescope. Many children, 

men, woman from public watched moon on that day through telescope.  
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Robotics Basics: 16.11.2018: As far as we have seen robots only in movies, Galileo 

Science club of Madurai Seed provided answers for: what is robotics, why robotics, how 

robots execute different functions automatically, what are its components, its types and fields 

we use. Ms. Jeyapriya from INSPA, Chennai screened slides and videos on robotics. She 

started with brief note on chip, program, motors, locomotion of a robot. The applications of 

robot technology, types of robots were understood through videos of her. Interaction let them 

know about humanoid, non-humanoid robots, sensors in robots, and robot types based on 

locomotion. The functional parts like actuators, sensors, chassis, power source, controller 

were directly shown to children with her autonomous bot kit. A line follower robot was 

operated, distance and obstacle sensor in it driven children crazy for robotics. In the end, 

they assembled a humanoid robot and surprised when it moved with its big eyes, and 

mechanical arms. 

Science Screening: 17.11.2018: Short presentations about cyclones were given by 

children. They enacted small skits about 

natural disasters. Videos explaining the 

recent cyclone Gaja, low atmospheric 

pressure, and weather facts were screened. 

News about life loses, habitat loses, and 

cultivation loses were explained to children. 

Children get to know about the facts about 

natural disasters, climate change, 

environmental aspects. We prayed for the 

quick recovery of cyclone affected areas. 

Simple Experiments: 11.01.2019: Urs was 

assisting Elaa in the science lessons for the 

younger students.They were working on 

maths puzzles to train basic operations, 

science experiments - such as making the fire 

of a candle go out when deprived of oxygen - 

and also raised awareness of environmental 

issues (especially plastic waste) through role 

plays. 
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AAGAYA GANGAI SOCIAL SCIENCE CLUB 

 

The arts and humanities teach us 

what we are and what we can be 
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Three Fruits Day: 26.04.2018  

Drama presentations about the origin, health 

benefits, cultural importance, nutritional profile, 

food varieties provided a wealthy information 

about three fruits "Mukkani" - Mango, Jackfruit, 

& Banana. Children got to know about its values 

and why it is considered in prayers, and serving 

guests. Additional details were googled by 

themselves. Summer season is meant to be for 

these fruits to share, taste with friends. Drama 

presented by three groups gave lots of facts 

about them. Madurai Seed kids as a family had fruits served on a large banana leaf! 

 

History and Geography about Indonesia: 22.04.2018 

Murugesan -Viji shared their travel experiences 

about Indonesia in an educative and informative 
mode for kids. Their sessions created curiosity to 

learn history and geography. Children were 

introduced to loads of information about this 
Asian nation. Discussion went on for 90 minutes 

with the pictures of Indonesia's volcanoes, 
salty beaches, traditions, the oldest temples, 

jungles. Videos about the Green school in Bali, 
the house built up with bamboo sticks, drama, 

puppetry were screened in the session and the 

architecture brought the unknown facts of Indonesia to our kids. The marvellous stupas in 
the world's largest Buddhist temple Yogyakarta, the outstanding architecture of 224 smaller 

shrines in Pramanan in Java, mosques, the depiction of epics through puppetry and plays 
were unique to know the Hindu-Buddhist-Islamic tradition of Indonesia. The details about 

each part of Indonesia were not just sprinkled but instilled in the kids with knowledge about 

the culture, map routes, tradition, religious harmony, and environment aspects.  

 

Witness Festival: 26. 04.2018 

Madurai seed young people and kids of 40 numbers 

witnessed culture specific Chithirai festival. It has 

been celebrated annually which unites people from 

various parts. Children experience the traditional 

local festival enjoying dance, music, songs in the 

large procession. They find it interesting to hear the 

tales and beliefs behind this celebration. There are 

child-friendly spots with Ferris wheel & amusing fun 

areas. Also, it is the best day to eat out with friends 

and their teacher volunteers with more excitement 

and joy.    
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Exhibition Visit: 15.05.2018  

Chithirai Government Exhibition at Tamukkam 

Ground showcased stalls of various departments like 

income-tax, agriculture, co-operate society, weaving, 

environment, and road safety. Those departments’ 

schemes, policies, events, and activities for the public 

were displayed in the exhibition. Children visited there 

could understand the government and private sectors’ 

major roles in people’s economic and life well-being 

through developmental activities. Children and 

young people visited stalls, read bulleted points and observed models in the displays, 

understood concepts and activities of various departments.  In the end, they had fun at the 

play area of the exhibition.  

 

Boon or Ban: 27.05.2018 

Videos on Sterlite, Neutrino researches, Methane 

and hydrocarbon projects in Tamil Nadu screened 

for children and young people to convey both the 

developmental, industrial, scientific aspects and 

hazardous effects to health and environment. 

Discussions about it carried followed with 

questions about the issues related to 

deforestation, exploitation of natural resources, 

land, water, and air pollution. Political and 

environment awareness was created.   

 

 

Heritage Walk: 17.06.2018 

Anand, Arun, Prem, Srinath, Vicky and Intern Thurcga 

went to Varichiyur for a Jain circuit visit. It is a village 

placed in Madurai East Block of Madurai district in 

Tamil Nadu.  Over there, they visited one of the 

ancient centres of Jainism dating back to 2200 years 

old. Firstly, we saw the rock cut temple (called also as 

Udayagirishwar temple), this cave temple is dated to 

8th century AD. Then the guide, showed us another 

temple, explained to us that these caves are 

considered important because they are among the earliest stone inscriptions in the region.  
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History and Geography about France: 17.06.2018 

 

Intern Thurcga had talked about France to children 

and young people. Important points were mentioned 

are national symbols of France, the culture, and 

geography. She showed them many pictures of 

famous monuments in France, some videos on 

important festivals in France and also the French 

specialties in the field of gastronomy. Students 

spotted and shared their views, asked about 

education, sports, transport, people, food and culture 

in the end of her session.  

 

History and Geography about Sri Lanka: 24.06.2018 

Intern Thurcga gave a seminar on Sri Lanka. She 

explained about the different cultures in Sri Lanka: 

Tamil and Sinhalese culture. She started with a 

brief introduction about the country, mentioning 

essential points such as the capital, the languages, 

the symbols, the currency. Then She showed them 

pictures of famous tourist places. As Sri Lankan 

Tamil culture does not really differ from Tamil Nadu 

culture, I decided to focus more on Sinhalese 

culture. I showed them photos and videos of Sinhala specialties in terms of gastronomy, 

their famous traditional dance, their martial art called as Angophora, their way of dressing. 

The island hosts countless natural and historical treasures such as temples and fortresses. 

 

History and Geography about Pondicherry: 30.06.2018 

Continuous Seminars in June about various places 

nationally and internationally provided much 

information to the Children and young 

people. Thurcga from France shared her latest visit 

to Pondicherry for its unique beauties. Photo series 

of French style buildings, temples, churches, clean 

roads, beach, Bharathi Park screened with details 

of its structure and history by her. The Colonialism 

of French, the French education institution, 

memorials, the Bastille Day celebration of French people, everything about the lifestyle of 

Tamils and French people was beautiful and surprising. Videos of the Union territory with 

its wide functions in fisheries, surfing, tourism, typical food were screened by Thurcga.  
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History and Geography about Vietnam: 10.07.2018: Madurai Seed encourages children 

to learn about new cultures, people, and politics 

of various countries. Melli Annamalai introduced 

the communist country Vietnam after some 

motivating questions to the students. The border 

countries, emblem, buildings and temples, the 

rich and wide varieties of religions, spoken 

languages and script, the influence of China and 

India over Vietnamese people, and everything 

about this charming land was explained by her 

United States-Vietnam war, communism in 

Vietnam and Chinese trade and support for Vietnam were added political information for the 

observers.  

 

Heritage Visit: 22.07.2018: Children and young people visited historic important 

monument, scriptures, rock cut temple, Jain beds in 

Kunnathur-Varichiyur, Madurai. Children climbed 

the hillock with ease and enthusiasm. Andrea 

Wilson, a Swiss volunteer also joined in the trip. It 

was partly becoming spoken English practice for 

children. Everybody enjoyed the fresh air and 

tranquillity of the place. A small pond, ruined 

sculptures, a brick wall at the top of the hill gave the 

place life. A small trip gave a big motivation for all. 

We recharged ourselves. 

 

DAM construction: 25.08.2018: The importance of dam, its working and benefits and 

disadvantages were explained with power point 

presentation for children and young people. The 

very essential benefits of building dams like 

hydroelectric generation, irrigation, flood control, 

recreation. The disadvantages include 

deforestation, migration of people was provided in 

detail with pictures. Videos on how dams are built, 

the history of oldest dams in India, types of dams, 

and every parts of dams were discussed in the 

session. Following that, scavenger hunt on 

science facts created for five different groups to develop their sense of searching and finding 

results. They read questions on big screen, discuss for answers with their group, find and 

shout the answer aloud taking marks/stars with them.  
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An interaction: 13.09.2019: Ms. Kavitha 

Jagadeesan interacted with children about their 

hobbies, and the importance of reading books. 

Also, she educated them in brief about good 

touch and bad touch, and how can we protect 

ourselves from abuse. She emphasised on 

escaping from abuse, reporting abuse, and 

staying safe.  Wasim conducted some fun games 

for all which energized them to spend the 

occasion happy and peaceful. Stalin and Gowthami from Cuckoo forest school, brought a 

big shopper bag full of traditional candies for kids of Madurai Seed. Their "Karupatti Kadalai 

mittai" has rich peanut, sesame, multi grain varieties of candies specially produced to bring 

mother way traditional snack for children.  

Life skills Training: September to December 

2018: Thalir Thiran Thittam (TTT) of Aparajitha 

Foundation  which imparts life skill lessons to 

children in various schools. Here in Madurai 

Seed, we organize TTT classes with the books 

given by them and using audio visual aids, young 

people provide lessons on self-awareness, 

communication, decision making, and 

Interpersonal skills.  Positive behavior, good 

manners, polite talks, kind actions are important 

life skill to be acquired which our teacher volunteers Vindhiya & Viji carried out. They role 

played, and elicited answers, discussed points on developing good manners and being polite 

to all in public, school, and occasions. Volunteers Kaleeswari and Makkathu Nilavu taught 

children the life skill lesson on creative thinking.  They learnt various strategies and ways 

to implement them in their daily life. It was very interactive and insightful. Madhan and Surya 

took an important topic emphasizing etiquette and time management.  Sathish and 

Vasanth discussed interpersonal and intra personal skills in which children performed short 

skits on how to communicate and maintain good relationship with elders and peer groups.   

 

About Switzerland and India: 08.01.2019: 

Katrin and Urs from Switzerland talked about 

their country’s landscapes, festivals, 

culture, climate, languages, education 

system, famous products, cuisine etc. They 

also screened pictures and explained things. 

They also elucidated parallel information 

about India, Madurai from children. It was a 

great comparison and interaction.  
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VANMUGIL CULTURAL CLUB 

 

The performing arts tend to unify people                                                   

in a way nothing else does 
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Thumbi Theater Festival First Day 

30.01.2018 at Sevalayam Hostel 

With a political awareness play, 

Madurai Seed children shared 

message making the adults aware of 

the current issues they come across. 

Staging this play for second time, 

audience applauded hugely for the 

script and acting of the team. The 

Cuckoo forest School team presented 

Mr. Madhiazhagan's mono-act to the 

children. His words always carry 

environmental message which make 

children to be aware of it. A story 

narration about a little girl's temptation 

for honey makes her country green 

resulting rain and crop yielding land. 

He sang songs letting kids think and 

live Eco-friendly. Madurai Seed 

Oyillattam team dancers gave a lively 

performance to the audience. Children from the Nandanar Hostel, brought Zoo animals live 

through Shadow Puppetry with music and voice at the background. In the end, Vasim made 

everyone dance and sing for Move and freeze song. We thank Cuckoo Forest School Team 

and Sevalayam 
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Thumbi Theater Festival Second Day 

31.07.2018 at Othakadai Government Primary School 

    

Children of Madurai Seed staged a play called "Idhu yaar Kombu", directed by Mr.Thilak 

Rajan, which is about the rights of common public. The play begins telling the dictatorship 

of king suppressing the freedom of thoughts, speech, and act of people by using their 

ignorance. An awareness play for all. It left strong message to act bold and brave instead 

of having a herd mentality. The play ends when the public over rule the king. Songs, music, 

comical dialogues, script enthralled the audience of the school in Othakadai. Another 

performance by Mr. Madhialagan created fun and happy mood with strong environmental 

message about the harming results of plastics. His "Monkey and Man", set children's mind 

to make the surrounding with no plastics. The children of Othakadai school performed a 

short skit and a beautiful song received applause.  

 

Food Festival: 01.10.2018 

The important life skill that help children 

understand cooking is not only mothers’ 

activity.  Together children explore food, 

prepare healthy dishes, taste salt/spice 

proportion, cook and try their own recipe. 

Each one in teams takes responsibilities 

to collect, mix and grind, and garnish the 

recipe, selling it, collecting money and 

doing profit loss calculation in the Food 

festival.  15 varieties of food, traditional 

beverages, and snack were cooked and 

sold for public in Karumbalai. The profit 

from the Food festival organized by Vanmugil Cultural Club of Madurai Seed was spent for 

sport meet activity at nearby elementary school children hostel. 
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Screenings 

 

 

 

Films provide a joyful learning, and extends one’s exposure, 

emotions, and understanding of the world. We screen age 

appropriate movies and conducts a discussion after that. 

We show documentaries, short films, cartoons, and feature 

films. The movies they watch are, mostly no where they will 

get chance to watch. 
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SUVADUGAL SPORTS CLUB 

 

Do you know what is my favorite part of the game?                                   

The opportunity to play 
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We believe Sports help children develop physical skills, get exercise, make friends, have 

fun, learn to play as a member of a team, learn to play fair, and improve self-esteem. 

 

  

MADURAI SEED Sports Meet 

Sports Meet Indoor Games: 28.09.2018 & 30.09.2018  

Sports Meet Outdoor Games: 29.09.2018 & 28.10.2018 

Children were divided into four groups Master Blasters, Miracle Squad, Rocky Riders, and 

Almost Winners. There were 15 children in each group. Major group games, traditional 

games, fun informal games, and individual athletics were conducted. Each volunteer took 

incharge to a particular event. We make sure everyone is participating regardless of age and 

gender. The outdoor games were conducted at Chathrapatti village and Sundaram Park. 

The team “Rocky Riders” bagged the Champion’s rolling trophy.  

Apart from the annual sports meet, the club organizes indoor and outdoor sports events in 

the nearby parks and grounds during weekends and other holidays. 
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Sports Meet at Children Hostel: 17.11.2018 

The children are of young age studying in the hostel due to family circumstances. 4 

volunteers conducted the sports meet for half day and provided refreshments and snacks. 

They conducted informal group games divided the children in age-wise groups. Children 

enjoyed the physical activities very much. Our children also told stories and taught songs to 

them.  

 

  

Sports Meet in Boys Hostel:18.11.2018 

12 Madurai Seed volunteers planned and conducted the sports meet. Children were divided 

into groups according to their age. There were totally 3 group games and 4 individual 

games were conducted. Kabadi and Volleyball were the highlight of the program. Children 

were participated with eager and motivation. The team spirit was high. The senior students 

in the hostel said they don’t experience any sports meet in the past years. They requested 

to conduct this type of sport meet every year. Finally, the scores were announced.  

The prizes for sport meet participants were distributed. The hostel warden and our Director 

A.S.Karthikbharathi distributed the prizes. As they are hostel students, we have given them 

daily use things such as coconut oil, comp, bathing soap, washing soap, plastic mug, towels.  

They can have individual daily-use things. The idea was very much appreciated by Warden. 

Not only the winner, all participants were given prizes. 

 

48 



ANNAI MEDICAL CLUB 

Medical club of Madurai Seed undertakes 

various healthcare activities for children. It 

assists children to lead a healthy lifestyle 

by encouraging them to do brain gym, 

and Surya Namaskars (yoga) during 

every evening. Madurai Seed promotes 

eating healthy snack while interval time 

in centres. We provide traditional and 

delicious peanut candy, millet snacks, 

fruits and ragi porridge during events and 

camps. 

The food festival during semester holidays 

bring them knowledge nutritious food and 

snack items with less budget and less 

prep-time. Young people gave session 

about healthy mind in a healthy body, 

good touch bad touch, emotional 

wellbeing, importance of sleep and 

physical activities, junk foods and its 

effects for children. Medical club also 

functions as health club in the way of 

sports activities, weekly fitness and brain 

exercises. 

The small living shelter, and parents’ less 

caring in Karumbalai demotivate children 

but Madurai Seed Medical club 

representatives help to raise every child              

emotionally and physically healthy.  
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SUMMER CAMP 

 

Most of my fondest memories are during                                            

summer camp of Madurai Seed 
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Vasantham Summer Camp 

Madurai seed takes much pride in the commitment it has with the development of education, 

life skills and personality of children & young people. Apart from regular classes, Dance, 
drama, music, storytelling, crafts making, are some of the few skills they develop during 

weekend leisure hours. Summer is a long vacation for students and summer camp is another 

way to get away from regular chores and horn life skills. 

The objective of Vasantham Summer Camp  

• To spend the holidays useful 

• To let them feel the togetherness 

• To kindle their creative minds 

• To enable them search and find their inner potentials 

• To develop leadership skills 

• To feel free from usual household and school works 

• To be in dependent at all their personal works 

• To build their self-esteem 

• To give them exposure through resource persons 

• To keep them active and participating in all activities by trashing their fear and shyness 

• To provide them with a positive experience of living and learning independently. 

• To yield productive youth with volunteering capabilities 

• To encourage peer interactions 

• To give them safe and fresh outdoor experiences 

 

 

 

 

Camping place:  

The 20th Vasantham Camp was designed for seven days. The first three days was 

organized in Vandugal arangam of Madurai Seed in Karumbalai. The next three days 

camp was residential in CESCI, and the final valedictory day was held in IGSR hall, 

Gandhi Museum.  
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“I have learned so much, exposed to learn in new atmosphere, came outside my 

small world to learn new things, and love doing it while enjoying a lot of life skills 

activities in Vasantham Mugam of Madurai Seed.” - Vindhiya, a volunteer. 

 

“I have been taken part in ten summer camps of Madurai Seed and every time I take 

camp memories which are packed with lots of fun and new learning experiences. Also, 

it has brought the best out of me” - Vicky 

 



Life at camp: Camp life is different from usual 

weekend learning in centers as we take children for 

residential stay outside Madurai. Usual days in camp 

make children to see the wonders a day has like early 

wake up, walking aisle of trees, Shradhana – physical 

work, exercises, breakfast under bamboo roofs, 

assembly, warm up activities, input sessions, life 

skills learning sessions, continuing learning for the whole day with tea snack, lunch, cultural 

evening, dinner, songs, and days end in bed time chats before midnight 

Major areas of skills focused: Summer camp 

focuses to recognize and enrich the hidden talents 

and skills of children. Schools’ curriculum, family’s 

work uploads have to be swiped out from campers’ 

mind to let them get interests and motivated. Every 

camp being organized to create a spark and bring the 

best in them. As far as, Madurai Seed has organized 

19 camps both in residential and local, where skills and personality building sessions carried 

out to equip the little hands. 

Inaugural Day: 04.05.2019: Short films screening: 

Ar Meyyammai, a journalist and children leaders 

inaugurated the Vasantham Summer Camp 2018 

with great enthusiasm. The chief guest spoke about 

values, freedom in speech and thoughts, which they 

can develop from student hood. Short films made by 

Madurai Seed children and young people were 

screened. 4 fabulous original concept films and 2 re-make short films were directed by 

young people in which our children are the actors. The films were shot in Madurai Seed 

premises and street. They took just one day to discuss the theme, cast, script and filmed it. 

Also they learned the screenplay and techniques in making films. Guest appreciated them 

for the short films. It has been uploaded in our website. 
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Meyyammai appreciated and gave feedback 

on the films. She also told stories from her 

professional and educational life, which were 

very interesting and inspiring. The summer 

camp in Madurai Seed has started with much 

energy and enthusiasm. Karthik Bharathi, the 

president of Madurai Seed excited to 

welcome the children to the camp and to 

stretch their intellect and creativity he talked about the various areas like music, dance, 

theatre, art, story time, games, outdoor exercises, drama, movie screening the campers 

going to do explore in the camp. 

Second Day: Coconut Leaf Toys and Crafts : 05.05.2018 

Art from palm leaves. Making art out of nature 

using palm fronds, transforming ordinary 

leaves into birds, animals, things, into works 

of art was enjoyable and meaningful for the 

campers. Creating handicrafts involve 

patience, concentration & takes a little more 

time, the happiness it gives in the end of one’s 

own creation is limitless. It teaches them to 

handle it carefully, concentrating deep in 

doing the work, joy while doing it, 

understanding the measurements & science 

behind it, introducing novelty into it, bringing 

cool things from one single palm leaf, 

garnishing these traditional handicrafts. They 

made simple handmade toy fan, bug, wrist 

watch, fish, humming birds, ring, bangle, 

man, crown, parrot, flowers, and these play 

things brought real happiness in them what 

other kids miss it in front of gadgets. 

Impossible to find the joy in money bought 

things, they loved and enjoyed the palm leaf 

crafts session given by teacher Mr. ThilakRajan. The importance of palm tree, and how it 

make useful to others by its leaves, fruits, and as wood was taught during the whole day. 

Lunch and snack was provided to all. 

 

 

53 



Third Day: Origami: 06.05.2018 

    

“Five men wearing different type of hat lifted two baskets of fruits into two ships, a crane and 

a crow were watching it”. Just we are trying to narrate a story line with the origami arty crafts 

of children done in the second day of the camp. How Rocket science use origami paper 

folding techniques and deep understanding of modern science and engineering with origami 

was provided in this lecdem of Mr. Thiagasekar, a teacher. He is an expert in Origami, 

explained the patterns through step by step procedures in making hats, star boxes, crane, 

ships, etc., It was interesting while mastering it also they heard the story of “Sadako and 

the thousand paper cranes” from the demonstrator. Children learned joyfully and took their 

own creative things home.  Lunch and snack was provided to all. 

 

“A Medley of theatre and performance arts”: 07.05.2018:  

The first day in CESCI started blossoming 

fresh fragrance of the campus. “Shradhana” – 

Campers understand Gandhian principle by 

devoting themselves to make surroundings 

clean. The warm up exercises made them for 

the entire day to be active and energetic. 

Karthikbharathi prepared the campers with an 

introduction about the mixture of life skills and 

personality developing activities planned for 

them. He introduced them the trainers Mr. 

Thilakrajan, a teacher and Mr. Murugan, a professional traditional dancer. They formed 

three teams for Oyillattam, children’s play and shadow puppetry with 15-20 children in each. 

Library, hall, and auditorium in CESCI camps were allotted for teams to practice. The whole 

day was dedicated for learning and it engaged them with much synergy. Cultural evening 

with fun games, dance, music, songs, and short skits energized their mind. The feedback 

session let the team members share their first day in CESCI. After dinner, campers went to 

sleep in their rooms.  
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08/05/2018: The day started with freeze and move active and fun exercise. Then everyone 

went for a walk-through trees and bushes 

around the nearby village. After refreshing 

and breakfast, camp songs sung by children 

in teams. Oyillattam training was given by 

teacher and artist Murugan. Children 

exercised a shadow puppet show with only 

song and music. Puppets were given a final 

touch. Elavarasi and Thilagarajan the 

sessions. Children play rehearsal and 

correction was done by Teacher Thilaga 

Rajan and Vasim. Mrs. Jill Carr interacted with children about non-violence and peace. She 

conducted a few games to make them understand about non-violence. Kalagalavaguppari 

Siva and Nool Kodai Archana visited the camp and appreciated the children. 

 

09.05.2018: The final day of our three days stay in CESCI looked like a valedictory day. 

Elavarasi, Vasim, and Anand conducted fun 

games in the early morning, the day started 

with more light and laughter. Shadow 

puppetry, Oyillattam, and Children play got 

final inputs and were shaped by children with 

the trainers Murugan, Thilagarajan, and 

Elavarasi. Children in the play and Oyillattam 

got their costumes. In the evening Gandhian 

Activist P.V.Rajagopal, Mrs. Jill Carr, Friends 

of Ekta Parishad and CESCI, Thanaraj Anna, 

Senthamizh Selvi akka and other friends 

visited the camp. Children explained the camp experiences to them and all the activities 

like Short films, Origami, Leaf folding art, play, Oyillattam, Shadow puppetry were staged for 

them. Everyone appreciated the children's potential and the camp output. We said bye to 

the CESCI campus and moved. A heavy rain welcomed us in Karumbalai. 
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Valedictory Day: 10.05.2018 

Children, their parents, guests, and some public 

were present in the final day of Vasantham camp 

organized in the IGSR Hall, Gandhi Museum in 

the evening. The whole artistic things made by 

children in the camp were showcased in the hall 

and children shared information behind creating 

palm leaf crafts, origami, Oyillattam, puppetry to 

the audience. After welcoming guests Prof. Dr. 

Prabahar, Muruges & Viji, the valedictory day 

events begin. Children and young people 

presented Oyillattam with traditional wear holding 

a small cloth. Their movements with the beats of 

oldest traditional musical instrument Mridungam 

caught the eyes of audience. “Idhu Yaar Kombu” 

– Who is our leader? – a political satire play 

performed by our children spreading awareness 

about common public’s rights, Children 

questioning adults through a play with dialogues, 

songs, message in the end received applause. 

The last show was shadow puppetry with white 

screen and spotlight behind it. Children enjoyed 

doing puppetry about a boy experiencing his visit 

to a zoo with his father. They narrated it through 

a song and music added flavor to it. All 

performers were honored by the guests with 

camp certificates and gifts. Trainers Mr. 

Thilakrajan, and Mr. Murugan were appreciated 

& honored with gift money and shawls for bringing the best from children and youth. In the 

end, Karthikbharathi thanked everyone for witnessing children’s performance quoting that 

their presence was a big gift for them.  
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Creativity is intelligence having fun! 
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THEATRE ACTIVITIES & PLAY PRODUCTIONS 

 

Theatre opens the door for children in every area of performing            

and visual arts 
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Play Production 

Ithu Yaar Kombu? (Whose sceptor is this?) 

Story Line: This is a satirical drama questions the 

unfruitful education system, corrupted politics, fake 
democracy, and over exploitation of natural 

resources. The drama incorporates games of 
children and story-telling method. The drama ends 

in a good note, the people are aware of exploitation 
by leaders and questions the crowd who is the good 

leader here? If individuals become good, everything 

will become good.  

Direction: Thilagarajan, Tamil Teacher. Music and coordination were done by our 

volunteers. 13 children acted in this drama among 6 are girls.  

Stages: 

• 6th day of Vasantham Summer camp at CESCI 

• Valedictory day of Vasantham Summer Camp at Gandhi Museum 

• Theatre Festival at Sevalayam Hostel 

• Theatre Festival at Othakadai Elementary School 

• Varichiyur Hill for Madurai Seed children and video shoot 

 

Maanudam Vendrathu (Victory to humanity)  

Story Line: Caste, Religious, and Language 
discriminations and intolerance result in the social 

unrest and threat to humanity. This drama has a 

social message of conquering the demons like caste, 
religion, and language discriminations with the help 

of unity and humanity. This play uses “Traditional 
Koothu Theatre Form” and songs as tools to 

communicate with the audience. 

Direction : N.Rajakumar, Theater Teacher 

 Music : R.Radhakrishnan, Sports Teacher 

 Coordination: Thilagarajan, Tamil Teacher 

18 children acted in this drama among 10 are girl children.  

Stages: 

• Margazhi Utsav children carnival conducted by Madurai Seed 

• S.M.Nagar, Karumbalai for public 

• East Street near program office, Karumbalai for public 

• Madurai Art Festival conducted by Kaleidoscope at Eco Park, Madurai 
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ART & CRAFTS 

 

Being creative is not a hobby, It’s a way of life 
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25.04.2018: Paper Building Blocks activity 

for the engineering minds of Madurai Seed. 

Newspapers cut, folded, pasted, made into 

triangles and square patterns, glued together 

forming a perfect strong base, measured and 

built in different styles.  

Making art from waste develops fine motor 

skills of kids, brings them what and how 

difficult is to create things through generating 

new ideas. Children enjoyed doing this 

activity, young people guided them. Happily 

posing from their newly built newspaper shelter! It’s a fun way to help brain experimenting 

Math, & Physics practically. 

 

    

26.09.2018: Children and young people explored hand painting series of Italian artist 

“Mario Mariotti” from his book Hanimals. They painted their hands with colors and with a 

perfect hand gesture it looked like an animal like elephant, giraffe, crocodile, rooster, zebra, 

snake, owl, etc. Before painting they practiced the hand postures and matched with the 

shadows for perfect hand and finger position. A photoshoot was conducted by volunteer 

Vicky and Anand at the end of the session. 

 

28.09.2018: Children learned black board line 

drawings. Volunteer Vigneshwaran 

facilitated this session. They tried different 

face reactions, hair styles, faces, professions, 

animals, and things in line drawing. Though 

it seemed simple, it requires some practice 

and more creativity. They also tried to draw 

2D images in paper. From 6 years to 17 

years, everyone participated in this session, 

enjoyed and learned the basics. 
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EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE 

 

 

They need guidance more than instruction… 
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Orientation for new educational year: Dream, Believe and Achieve 

On 04.06.2018, The first day of this academic 

year began with the motivational speech 

of Siva Raj from the Cuckoo Forest School. 

When we hear the speech of people who 

made remarkable changes in society, we feel 

the positive vibration and hope. Life turned 

meaningful for him when he was encouraged 

by his teacher. He shared the success 

stories of people who defied the odds and achieved in spite of physical and economical 

challenges. He wished and actuated the children and young people for a successful year 

with his team members. 

Guidance meeting for children and parents: 

On 07.07.2018, children with their parents 

received their educational scholarship, before 

an elaborate meeting was conducted by 

Trustees Mariammal and Karthikbharathi. 

In the meeting, they encouraged parents to 

support their children’s dream and advised 

not to stress and demotivate children by 

marks and exams. Children were advised on 

various college and educational opportunities.   

12th, 11th, and 10th class exam guidance 

On 27.02.2019, On 04.03.2019, On 

12.03.2019, on three different days for 3 

classes before the commencement of annual 

exams, guidance was given to the students. 

Volunteers talked about how to plan and 

make use of study holidays effectively, 

answer sheet presentation, study habits and 

tips. They are provided with exam kits.   

63 



TEACHER TRAINING 

 

 

By learning you will teach… By teaching you will learn 
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Training on phonemic awareness: September 2018 

Rajendran, a Linguist and has years of experiences as 

an English teacher has trained our young people in 
teaching English alphabets and phonemes to 

children. He is trying to create a module which will help 
children who can't identify alphabets, sounds and 

support in their reading skills. Young people got their 
introductory class, dos and don’ts while teaching the 

material, and tips. The training will further develop 

week by week and the follow-ups will be monitored. 
He took 06 hours of training to young people and 04 

hours of classes to children in the months of September 2018.  

 

Strategies for teaching English: 22.01.2019  

This workshop focused on implementing writing 
skills, checking grammar using concept questions 

and meanings, and spoken communication and 

fluency needed for an English classroom. Keith & 
Nick, English teachers from Zurich piloted this one-

day workshop for teacher trainee from Thiagaraja 
College of Preceptors and Madurai seed young 

people. Method of correcting students' test papers 
using symbols, writing skills lessons to produce exact 

vocabulary, lessons on checking the understanding 

of pupils, teaching tenses using timelines were illustrated by Keith Rossborough &Nick. 
Workshop enabled participants to explore methodologies and competencies in teaching 

English. Active involvement of students was the highlight of this workshop, where they were 

provided with online resources, and strategies for teaching English 

 

Workshop on Web Tools for teaching English: 13.02.2019 

SMART teacher workshop presented by Prof. John 

Potts; an ELT from Zurich focused on bringing 
technology into classroom. No teachers come out from 

classroom with dust of chalk piece on hands once they 
start using web tools, as it has plenty of resources for 

teaching English. The participants are teachers, 
students from various schools, and colleges. They 

were given hands on experience in utilizing internet for 

students. Guided to log in web tool links, created study 
sets, clarified doubts while using it, and on the spot, 

they started to explore tools like quizlet, EVP, google file, and so on. All resources were 
reliable, free and some pay for and practicable for teachers to use. The whole day workshop 

insisted Explore-Learn-Teach using web tools for a smart teacher who updates her/his 

knowledge to innovate new methodology in classroom. 
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EXPERIENTIAL TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Trainers: Ms. Arthy, Ms. Kala, Ms. Shruthi, Ms. Jayashree from Nandavanam, Chennai 

Trainee:  Teacher volunteers of Madurai Seed & Students of Thiagaraja college of 

Preceptors 

  

Madurai Seed has a mixed group of children with slow bloomers more in numbers than 

others. Our teacher volunteers help in all way to achieve reading, writing and arithmetic 

ability of every child. Supporting them for making lesson plans, materials, study sets through 

resource persons ensure quality teaching and learning process. Experiential Teaching 

workshop was organized for 25 members from Madurai Seed and Thiagarajar College of 

Preceptors college under three modules for six days in Kaleidoscope and TCP college.  The 

six-day module is all about understanding and experiencing the processes involved in 

learning. 

1st Module: 8th – 9th, December 2018 

• Introduction to the training program. 

• Understanding child development. 

• Role of physical movement in learning. 

• Understanding of learning various learning styles and its uses in teaching. 

• Role of memory and attention, it application. 

2nd Module: 23rd– 24th, February 2019 

• Understanding the difference between skill, content and knowledge. 

• How to develop reading skills. 

• How to develop writing skills. 

• How to develop study skills. 
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Some of the teaching strategies discussed in the workshop.  

• Teaching Mathematics in a fun and interesting way for children. Ms. Arthy put forth 

the solutions to overcome Math difficulties and she emphasized on tricks, shortcuts 

for doing Math fast. 

• Integrating Multiple Intelligence in classroom teaching, implementing MI strategies 

to find out particular strengths of a student, applying MI through skits, rhymes, & story 

telling for Kinesthetic learners, activities to use MI theory while teaching were 

introduced to participants by the resource persons. 

• The module on Language skills and study sets carried out by  

Ms. Sathya, provided strategies for breaking complex lessons into simpler using 

different teaching methodologies like fish-bone method, web, pictorial, venn diagram 

& linear methods. 

• The role of memory- short term, active working and long term and attention & its 

applications were illustrated by her with examples. Participants were displayed with 

information on VAKT - Visual, Auditory, Tactile and Kinaesthetic which connects all 

sensory of a child.  

• Mrs. Kala, elucidated the child's development phases and teacher’s role in it & gave 

a presentation about child's 7 life processes. 

• Life curve about the impacts of experiences in early life and its consequences in later 

adulthood, generalization concept for quick leaning, importance of play and exercises, 

movements in learning, were presented by Mrs. Shruthi 

Ms. Arthi presented interactive teaching sets under linking, stimulating and organizing. 

Participants learned about categorization, organization, classification and connection. 

Also, she discussed solution for difficulties in learning English. 

 

The whole workshop was a power packed 

module full of strategies, activities, 

exercises for teaching children who needs 

special care for their studies. It was very 

useful and productive in understanding 

various learning styles and its uses in 

teaching. Enormous energy, loads of 

interesting lessons, fun filled activities 

provided the participants a huge confidence in teaching process. Certificates were 

provided for everyone at the end of the workshop thanking Mr. Micky, Dr. Prakash, Ms. 

Arthi, Mr. Muruges-Viji. 
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ENGLISH CLASSES 

 

 

We should teach in a way a child can learn… 
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Thurcga English Classes: Thurcga, a law student 

from France volunteered in Madurai Seed during 

the whole June. She focused on communication 

English for children from 6th to 8th grade. Her 

classes involved children actively to participate in 

Verbal communication games and activities. She 

surrounded them with English songs, and lessons. 

Students read aloud, listened audio lessons, 

learned new words, kept practicing talking in short 

sentences. Before the last day, she evaluated 

children’s English skills with worksheets.  

 

Andrea English Classes: Andrea Wilson, an 

ELT from Zurich interacted with young people 

through English classes, workshops and 

during events taken Madurai Seed.  On 

20th,23rd,24th, 25th, 27th Children from 5th to 8th 

grade stay tuned with Andrea since they are 

fond of listening and speaking to each other. 

Teaching English through stories fascinates 

children. Her classes provided a wonderful 

chance for children to read along 

“Sindhbad’s Voyages”. She guided children to practice reading, and understanding the 

whole story of Sindhbad. Page by page she encouraged children to read along and discuss. 

They could find words’ meaning, spelling, pronunciation, and paraphrasing through her 

classroom activities.  

 

Keith and Nick Classes: Keith Rossborough 

and Nick Bell, English Language Teachers 

from Zurich presented a class on “How to 

improve vocabulary”. This was a prior warm-

up lesson for the next day’s workshop on the 

same topic. Keith and Nick evaluated every 

teacher volunteer’s skills in listening, 

speaking and writing by interacting with 

him/her on familiar topics. The teacher 

volunteers need more vocabulary to improve 

speaking & writing skills. Keith and Nick designed a workshop along with volunteers during 

the 2 hrs class on 19th Jan 2019.  
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Elavarasi English Classes: She teaches 

English and science to higher secondary students 

of Madurai Seed. Three evenings a week she 

gives English classes for teaching volunteers. 

Her lesson plans consist of English for interviews, 

English for classroom, English for competitive 

examination and spoken English activities and 

exercises. Oxford University Press books, 

Raymund Murphy’s & online resources like One 

Stop English are used in classes for young people.  Usage of gadgets, apps and BBC, British 

council’s videos and activities in classes is interesting and encouraging to them.  They are 

evaluated with set of comprehension, and speaking tests regularly.  

 

Arun English Classes: He teaches English classes for children from 5th to 8th grade 

children of Vergal Arangam.  Most of the 

activities in classroom are intended to develop 

their spoken English. Reading and listening to 

short stories, grammar lessons, and exercises. 

Worksheets from online resources helps children 

to learn English language with interest.  He used 

storyweaver.in.org in classes and used read 

along stories and other stories for reading 

practice. Also, from July to November 2018, Arun 

volunteered as English Teacher in Corporation 

Boys High School at Sellur. He handled English classes to 6,7,8 classes. He taught English 

to students who can’t read.  

 

Spell Bee Competition: 26.09.2018: Spell Bee competition was conducted for 5 groups in 

5 rounds. The groups had a mixture of age group 

from 6 to 18. Participants were given broad range 

of vocabulary from two letter words to 

unfamiliar words. The difficulty level was 

increased in each round. They were asked 

questions from random pages in book, 

newspaper, magazines, etc. A little time was 

given to learn, and then the questions were asked 

for children.  Volunteers also eagerly took part in 

the session. This activity creates interest in 

learning English and breaks fear and hesitation among the children. They take part actively 

spelling words aloud and correct. 
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Keep Training and Keep Learning … 
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YOUNG PEOPLE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Building our youth for the future . . . 
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French for Beginners: Basics of French was introduced by our intern Thurcga from France. 

15 young people took part in her class. It was 

conducted one hour in the noon up to 15 

hours. Greetings, General expressions, most 

common vocabularies, and question answers 

were taught. They had little conversations 

with Thurcga and showed much interest in 

learning a beautiful language. Also, they 

watched a French movie and discussed. 

Thurcga evaluated them by audio exercises 

and suggested online apps to continue 

learning it.  

 

Writing a winning resume: 03.06.2018: Madurai Seed addresses the career guidance for 

young people which they lack in schools and 

colleges. As Arunkumar has experiences in 

creating and designing resume, our 

volunteers got specific ideas, and rules in 

writing it. With some resume formats, he 

showed them how to write an attractive 

resume & what employers expect and get 

impressed from the resume. Guidelines to 

update resume, suggestions to highlight job 

skills in the resume, and tips on creating a 

resume with good vocabularies & neat presentation were discussed by Arun during the 

session.  

 

Writing a great resume: 01.07.2018: After finishing studies, the very important part is to 

know writing a resume in one’s 

own. Murugesan anna provided a wonderful 

workshop on writing a great resume. As the 

first impression it makes about the 

interviewer, step by step pattern, essentials 

to include in reverse chronological order, 

additional information to be highlighted, the 

functional and combinational writing style, 

ordering one’s information, font sizes, 

introductions, what should and should not be 

included, etc., were explained through the presentation of Mr. Muruges. He also provided 

tips on interview skills. It was very useful for the young people.  
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Effective communication for Job Interviews and Presentations Workshop:   

On 29.07.2018, To gain confident, to 

overcome nervousness, to prepare and 

practice well and to face interview procedures, 

Madurai Seed trains young people through 

various resource persons. Andrea, an ELT 

from Switzerland conducted workshop on 

"Effective communication for Job Interviews 

and Presentations", in which she discussed 

important characteristics with key notes in the 

beginning of session, following that group 

discussions on describing about current job, personal qualities, personal weakness, how to 

overcome a difficult situation, describing ambitions and achievements was done by her 

eliciting ideas from the participants. She elaborated what makes a successful interview, 

the use of functional language and vocabulary, and at last role play by the participants in 

groups provided abundance of information for interviews. Young people in groups had role 

play involving one as interviewee, another one as note taker, two as interviewers with set of 

questions. They experienced this mock interview useful and got feedback and appreciation 

from Andrea. 

Workshop on writing stories and poetry: 13.01.2019 

Katrin, an ELT facilitated the workshop with 

Urs, an IT professional from Zurich for Madurai 

Seed young people. Urs introduced the 

contents of the workshop and Katrin begun 

Story writing session by reading out a fable 

explaining what and how a story has to be 

written. She warmed minds up by showing a 

picture from Kerala flood, the participants were 

asked not to write real story behind the 

picture, but words in their own. And in few 

minutes, four stories for one picture came out 

from participant writers. Again, teams got shuffled picture stories, arranged it in order, 

discussed with peers, framed the beginning, middle and end part of the pictures in sequence, 

wrote down a story and read it for all. By this way, they understood their imagination can 

be put into words and creativity can be carved in papers. 

The part 2 of workshop was interesting, as it gave a very new experience for all. Haiku 

poems, rules and structure to write it, was delivered with examples by Katrin and Arun. Both 

read poems from Japanese and famous poets of English. It seemed a long thought process 

went on in the minds of participants as they recalled moments, grabbed vocabulary, wrote 

poetically, broke it into three-line haiku and finally they articulated it for peers. Everyone 

turned into a haiku poet in the end.  
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Workshop on Group Discussion: 10.02.19  

The teacher volunteers of Madurai Seed 

were motivated to participate, and engage 

in group discussion through the workshop 

facilitated by Prof. John Potts, an ELT 

from Zurich. As they enter next level after 

studies for jobs, the workshop was 

structured to make them communicate in 

interviews and open discussions. It was 

also focused on areas like articulating 

one's view, enabling one's thoughts to speak out, developing vocabulary list to discuss, and 

expressing structured and valuable points.  

Useful fixed expressions, and content 

for communication were added to be well 

versed for GD. John sir began the 

workshop with speaking activities using 

a board game with quick topics to discuss 

about oneself which helped them in 

developing fluency.  "What's the 

connection?" a game in which they had to 

find relation between the facilitator and the 

facts given in a sheet of paper. This activity developed speculating and asking 

questions.  Continuous two warm-up activity let each participant to ask for opinions, agreeing 

and dis-agreeing, giving comments/opinions in the "paired up" discussion session with 

A/B topics given. 

The teams were provided with different A/B/C/D topics to discuss in group discussion 

session. Participants practiced standard form of expressions to use in GD and involved in 

final GD, observed and added points to remember for GD. The workshop strengthened our 

young people's skills for an effective GD. Little by little, the participants were brought to learn 

and practice language needed for a GD. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

 

 

Travel and change of place impart new vigor to the mind 
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Palace Visit: 17.06.18 

Children and young people around 14 members 

went to the Thirumalai Nayak Place in Madurai. 

It was a sound and light show in English. This 

show was established in 1981 and it tells the 

story of the King Thirumalai Nayak, his victories 

over the enemies, his sense of devotion to 

Goddess Meenakshi, his love for art. It is a such 

beautiful place, with great architecture blended 

with Italian style. We enjoyed a lot and we really 

liked the lights colours effects. 

 

Jain Hills Visit: 24.06.2018 

Madurai Seed young people had a 

refreshment bike trip to Samanar hills in 

Keelakuyilkudi village in the early morning. 

These hills are associated to Jainism with 

Tamil Brahmi inscriptions. They climbed 

the hills and explored the areas nearby. They 

were amazed by the beautiful view from the 

top. The Mahavira cave nearby the hills where 

they meditated, heard about the religion and 

their lifestyle, spent time walking, clicking 

nature's photos, synchronized mind and body 

for a while in peace and love. It was not just for refreshing but also for knowing the heritage 

sites in Madurai and its values. 

 

Theatre Experience: Children had edutainment in the 7D theatre at the Mall, where they 

got amusing experiences in the motion seats and virtual creation with adventurous effects 

like Flying, skiing, and so on. It transported them to another world. The same evening they 

enjoyed playing in the fresh air at the Bharathiyar park nearby.   
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Chathirapatti Water Channel: 29.09.2018 

Under the Tamarind tree, Surrounded by Paddy 

field, water channel lined with teak trees 

Refreshing dip in the water, Delicious Briyani, 

Energetic sports, Friends, fun, what else do you 

need?   

It was first disappointing to see the place trashed 

with plastics, and broken glass bottles. Children 

and young people collected the garbage, 

cleaned the place. They played Kabadi, Cricket, 

Kho Kho, and Tug of war. There are so much to 

look around paddy field, lots of trees, plants, and insects. They enjoyed a refreshing bath 

in the water way. Water is always a fascinating thing for our children. We thought how much 

we are blessed having lots of natural bliss around us. But we fail to enjoy them without 

destroying it. On the way back saw tress are being cut for the Natham new road way. What 

to say? We will surely miss the cash free happiness that the nature provides, and will go for 

happiness buying out of money and will be running after money to buy happiness. Sad 

scene. 

Jain Hill Visit: 23.12.2018 

Children and young people visited Jain 

Monument and rock cut sculptures in Keela 

Kuyizh Kudi. The place was once a Jain 

School. Children got to know about the 

relationship of Jainism to Madurai and their 

contribution to Tamil literature. Children 

climbed the hillock and watched a bird eye 

view of Madurai city.  

 

 

Munnar Visit: 26, 27.01.2019 

A refreshing two days trip to Munnar for 

Madurai Seed teacher volunteers became a 

memorable trip for the young people. Lost in 

the enchanting beauty of rolling hills with 

lush green tea plantations of the heavenly 

state Kerala. 
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Every happy memory created for a child is another treasure                              

of a life time.  
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SPECIAL DAYS 

 

I have reasons to smile … 
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15.08.2018: Independence Day: 

Madurai Seed children federation 

(MSCF) leader S. Jeevananthan 

(12th std) hoisted the national flag 

and delivered the Independence Day 

address. The 72nd Independence Day 

was commemorated with a message 

from Jeeva about that everyone can 

be a part of nation building by 

empowering oneself educationally. 

Young people and Jeeva paid tribute 

to the national leaders with a poem. 

 

05.09.2018: Teachers' Day: The day 

was gifted with joy, fun, greets to the 

young active helping enthusiastic 

creative teacher volunteers of 

Madurai Seed, Students wrote 

poems, read and sang for their 

teachers. A video about Abraham 

Lincoln's letter to his son's teacher 

was screened. A beautiful video 

made by Madurai Seed was 

dedicated to the young people who 

do service to others through teaching 

& volunteering self-less. We wished and appreciated them for working towards a change. 

 

World Tourism Day: 27.09.2018: 

Children and young people visited 

"WoW" photo expo. Photographs 

reflected various natural and cultural 

faces of Tamil Nadu. The photos were 

dynamic, and astonishing. Thanks to 

the eyes of photographers, they have 

captured perfectly what we miss when 

looking at things. Children took photos 

in front of their favourite photographs. 

They also visited the Sangam Tamil 

Gallery nearby, known the literary 

and historic pride of Tamilnadu depicted through paintings. A nice opportunity to learn some 

photography tools like light exposure, frame, angle, and colour contrasts.  
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14.11.2018: Children’s Day 

 

“Every child is a different kind of flower 

and all together makes a beautiful 

garland”. Madurai Seed was decorated 

with lovely smileys of children on this day. 

Fun activities, poems, stories, jokes and 

songs of volunteers gave them a delightful 

evening. They always participate but on 

this Children’s day they enjoy watching 

shows specially arranged for them. They 

need love, affection and care and so they 

find Madurai Seed a second home. Snack, 

sweets and gifts were provided to all buddies.  

 

 

12.01.2019: National Youth Day 

 

Madurai Seed celebrates this day along 

with children for the dedication and active 

role of our Thedalgal Arangam young 

people.They grow up, learn, also in their 

career they volunteer for the development 

of needy children. Young people of 

Madurai Seed are the real stars of this 

society. To make the day memorable 

children presented drama, puppetry 

show. Young people joined them in 

Oyilattam dance, monoact, a skit. Public 

enjoyed this staging at Karumbalai, SM nagar. 
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26.01.2019: Republic Day: Srinath, the 

President of Madurai Seed Youth 

Federation (MSYF) hoisted the flag 

followed by a march and delivered the 

republic day address with a message, 

that, youth can be a part of nation’s 

development by supporting children in 

poverty-stricken areas like Karumbalai. 

The 70th republic day was becoming 

memorable with activities for classes from 

5th to 9th std. India themed activities like 

collage making, colouring and quiz, puzzles about states/languages/capitals/clothing were 

conducted in the morning. Sweets were distributed to all.  

 

01.02.2019: Institution Day: Madurai 

Seed steps in its 21st year envisioning 

young people’s and children’s 

development by nurturing them through 

education and personality development 

programs. With the support of Madurai 

Seed there are many first-generation 

graduates, engineers and teachers 

emerging from this indigent background. 

Teacher volunteers, and children from all 

classes marked the occasion by giving a 

brief talk about the role of Madurai Seed for their progress. Karthikbharathi shared about 

past years’ achievement, strengthening factors, supporting great hearts, like-minded and 

inspiring people of Madurai Seed and thanked everyone.  Cultural activities, picturesque of 

supporters & friends and video screenings of recent events occupied the whole evening of 

the Institution day celebrations.  

 

09.03.2019: Women’s Day: Smiling with 

their favourite women personalities of 

Madurai Seed by making their own 

greeting card of poem, drawings and 

wish. Sharing, recognizing, and 

appreciating womanhood with brief talks 

about the role of woman in their life 

Sending a message on this day what they 

wish and how they are going to amaze this 

society. Boys and girls all paid tribute to the 

great women personalities who admire, 

strengthen, and act as a catalyst in building up a successful society.  
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CELEBRATIONS 

 

Good times + Great Friends = Amazing Memories 
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15.06.2018: Ramzan: For this occasion, 

we decided to cook for Madurai Seed and 

their children a typical Moroccan food: a 

poulet aux olives. Indeed, as they are 

many Muslims in France, when there 

celebrate Ramzan, the ‘’poulet aux 

olives’’, is one of the famous dishes: 

Chicken mixed with spices like curcuma, 

chili powder, pepper, safran, also ginger, 

garlic, coriander. It is served with potatoes 

and olives. We also prepared Rava 

Kheer, it is an authentic Indian sweet that 

is prepared during festivals and specials occasions. The children sat in group, shared the 

food and loved it. Thank you all for making this special day a very beautiful one.  

 

04.11.2018: Diwali: The biggest festival 

we celebrate is Diwali by lighting the clay 

lamps, sharing sweets and firing crackers 

in new dress.  Festivals may be religious 

for elder people but for our children it is for 

to unplug from usual duties at school and 

family. Diwali was also Alumni Meet for 

us. We cherished the evening together 

dancing, and singing with everyone’s 

participation on stage. Children were 

excited during games, and fun-filled Diwali 

activities. XI, XII students presented a 

slide share on Diwali celebration in other parts of India, significance of it and a Diwali safety 

skit for the audience.  

 

23.01.2019: Christmas: Here comes the 

Santa with his bag full of candies for kids. 

A procession of them singing Jingle bells 

in Tamil & English was the nicest 

entertainment for public that evening. 

Some verses from the Bible, a play about 

a boy who wants the best Christmas gift, 

a skit on “The Christmas story”, 

Christmas dance and songs, messages 

and merry Christmas wishes had spread 

love, & happiness in togetherness. 

Children cut the cake and shared with 

everyone.  
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01.01.2019: New Year 

The New year spot for us is Vandagal 

Arangam - Madurai Seed where we hold 

hands tight for the next journey with a 

simple prayer confessing our needs to 

have a great year in education and career. 

Inspirational message from 

Karthikbharathi, and from friends begun 

the new calendar. Then, kids and young 

people joined in all fun activities like 

“Wishing board”, “Time travel”, 

“Resolution notes”. 

 

14.01.2019: Pongal 

Surrounding mountains, shadowing trees, 

refreshing air, one way mud lane, white and 

blue colour strokes of the sky, blooming 

flowers against fence, streaming water on 

small saplings, budding peas on the land, 

twittering distant birds, hay bundle carrying 

woman with her child on one hand, 

hardworking land lord, and the very quiet 

nature with greenery at every step made our 

Pongal festival. Children and young people 

spent this year's Pongal in Thethampatti village with loaded joy, and fun. Katrin, Urs from 

Zurich too joined us celebrating Tamil culture learning the values in our festivals. Suresh 

Kathan Sir took us to this small part of heaven on earth to experience real meaning of Pongal 

festival. We cooked jaggery pongal, thanked the nature, spread love, shared joy, returned 

with memories of conversation of us with the trees, sky, land and air. we sincerely thank 

Suresh sir for taking us to the village. 
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PROGRAMS FOR PUBLIC 

 

 

Together Everyone Achieves More… 
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Thanner Panthal: 19, 20 April 2019 

During Chithirai festival, which is a grand festival 

in Madurai, thousands of people gather in a 

place. We also take part in this historically, 

culturally important tradition. For two days in 

Tallakulam area, and Anna Nagar area we have 

provided water and buttermilk to people. In 

these two events, nearly 3000 people benefited 

from that service. We don’t do this service as a 

religious activity, but seeing the occasion as a 

time for working, sharing, spending time 

together as a family. 

 

Volunteering in Kaleidoscope-Madurai Seed Thedalgal Resource Centre: 

We have organized 4 events at the centre for 

Madurai seed young people and teacher 

trainee students from a nearby college. We 

also organized 3 discussions one with an 

author, another with children activist, and 

another one with a French student for public. 

Apart from this 25+ activities like discussions, 

screenings, trainings were conducted by 

Kaleidoscope and other friendly groups at 

Thedalgal Young People Resource Centre. Our children and young people took part in many 

such events as beneficiaries. Our young people have provided arrangement, cleaning, 

hospitality related volunteering works.   

 

Cultural Program in the street: 24.01.2019 

Children performed Silambattam, Oyilattam, 

and a children drama at the East Street, 

Karumbalai for public. Many public and 

parents witnessed the kid’s talents. The play 

dealt with a social message about how caste 

and religion haunts togetherness and 

happiness and the importance of young 

people to protect our society from those 

demons.  
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Religious Harmony- Barriers and Solutions:  

11.07.18 at IGSR Hall, Gandhi Museum 

No. of participants: 86 young people from The American College, Fatima College, 

Thiagarajar college of Preceptors, St. Justin's college, Sri Meenakshi college and Madurai 

Seed. 

     
 
There is love and affection between religions of India, and so ours is called as a secular 

country. Also, there lies some barriers to encourage religious harmony. The barriers 
prevail because of the strong religious faith of one’s own religion and unwilling to learn other 

religion concepts oneself. 

It is indeed an important duty of young people to grow peace and harmony in everything 

they see.  Madurai Seed organized this event for young people to think about the barriers 
and solutions for religious harmony. In this event, scholars delivered speeches on 

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, and Buddhism.   

Prof. Dr. E. Annamalai from the Chicago University stated the formation of religions only to 

shape civilization, moral codes and social structure. He highlighted that religion evolves 

according to the human culture and religions have beliefs in common to attain peace.   

Swamiji. Sadha Sivananda, from the "TamilNadu Thuraviyar Peravari" shared his strict 

beliefs in Hinduism and also questioned the religion conversion practices.  Writer Mrs. Dr. 

Nageshwari from USA, shared her experiences about how she made her views wide by not 
following organized religion as the sole. Social Activist Mr. Abdul Rasaq, talked about 

Islamic religion, asked the young people to understand thoroughly about one’s own religion 
and next to learn other religious concepts. Mr. Murugan, a scholar from the American 

College expressed his views about Buddhism where Dhamma was practiced and taught. An 
MSW student from the Fatima college, Ms. Jothi’s sharp note about Christianity and the 

reasons she adheres to it. Mr. Rabeek Raja played the role of moderator of this event, his 

speech stimulated the speakers to think and answer more. He kept the speakers' content 

relevant to the topic. It was live and organized discussion with the stamina of Rabeek.   

Young people from various colleges clarified their religious perspectives right through 

encountering questions to the scholars. The barriers and solutions were discussed with the 

young generation.  
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Celebrating Women:  

From 11.10.2018 to 19.10.2018 

The nine auspicious days of Navratri festival are dedicated to the Goddesses Kaali, Durga 

and Saraswathi. The woman rising up now are the real incarnation of those Goddesses. In 

Madurai Seed, we signify Navratri as the celebration of womanhood. Nine topics on 

woman empowerment were presented by Seed volunteer girls and guests every evening 

during the nine days of the festival.  

• Elavarasi presented “Women’s Leadership” – a session about women leaders in 

various fields. How they lead, and inspire their team as a coach, CEO, manager, 

headmistress, etc., and how to develop leadership potential were discussed.   

• Vindhiya, one of the teacher volunteers gave a speech about “Challenges for 

women in India”. She also delivered what should be done to overcome these 

challenges.  

• Viji, our volunteer presented “Indian laws and provisions for women” in which 

articles, schemes & government acts for women were detailly highlighted.  

• Ms. Mariammal teacher was invited to share “An independent woman in Indian 

context”. Interesting to know from her experiences as a single woman.  

• Nandhini, a girl volunteer of Madurai Seed discussed about “Women in Digital 

India” in which the significant role of technology in women’s life and also impacts of 

digital media on women were discussed.  

• Meenakshi gave a wonderful talk about women poets, writers, film directors, and 

journalists. Their books/movies, awards they won, and their fame were presented by 

her. 

• Mrs. Gowthami motivated Madurai Seed girls through her self-employment 

experiences. She runs a small business while being a part of Cuckoo children 

movement school. Short films and documentaries celebrating womanhood were 

screened on that evening.  

• Nilavu and Bhavani from Madurai Seed talked about “The First woman”. A list of 

first women in space, teaching, science, medicine, navy, military and transport was 

screened and explained by them.  

• The history would remain as it is if there were no women joined in any reforms 

towards a change. “Women in History”, was presented by Gopika from 10th grade. 

She collected points from her textbook and talked about the role of women in history.  

Every evening parents with their children witnessed the event with nine specific topics 

about women. It came to an end with colourful dance, and songs. 
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MARGAZHI UTSAV –Children’s Carnival – Theatre Festival 

26,27,28,29,30 December 2018 at Gandhi Museum  

Margazhi Utsav, part of Madurai Seed anniversary celebrations took place in Gandhi 

Museum that gave delightful experiences through fine art and performing art mediums over 

the course of 5 days. A visual and aural treat to mark the 20th anniversary of Madurai Seed 

manifold ecstasy of arts, dance and theatre lovers of Madurai. Margazhi Utsav staged 

performances of dramatists and story tellers came from various parts of Tamil Nadu. Events 

took place in such a way engaging child in arty-crafty activities from 4.30 to 6.00 PM, and, 

performance of professional thespians took place from 6.00 to 8.00 PM. Here are some of 

the highlights from Margazhi Utsav. 

    

• The priceless joy begun with songs of children in chorus with Mr. Radha Krishnan 
from TVS school, and team building games of Vasim Khan from Madurai Seed 

• Madurai Seed young people presented elegant style of folk called Oyillatam to the 

public.  

• Performance of Azhi Venkatesan from Kalaiveli, chennai. Kids enjoyed and had a 
good time watching his 30 minutes solo performance on Sindbad’s voyages 

• Activities for children like painting on clothes, traditional games, palm-leaf origami, 

hand painting, five types of hat making with newspapers, and shadow puppetry 
making with paper cut outs were carried out. 

• Story teller Mrs. Akila Shankar from Magic Carpet, Bangalore beautifully presented 

two stories, sign actions and its meanings, and fun games Madurai Seed children 
staged “Maanudam Vendradhu”, a play directed by Mr. Rajkumar that spoke about 

the strong roots of caste, religion in our society. 

    

91 



 

• Shadow Puppetry “Annai Mozhi” presented by Madurai Seed children articulated in 
puppetry language about reverence, discipline, good habits. 

• Children bursted out in laughter for the humorous “Komaaliyin Kudhirai” a one-act 

performance of Mr. Vijayakumar, Udhiri Nadaka Nilam, Tanjore. 

• Story teller Madhiyazhagn from Thamirabarani drama troop came up on stage 
expressing sorrow of crow. Songs and another fairy tale echoed children’s clap 

• Five different activities colour powder splashing, clay model & collage making, paper 

clothing carried out for children gave them matchless joy and learning 

• Audience were caught up at the moment by VasimKhan(Theatre artist of Madurai 

Seed) solo performance on “Vaanga Vandavaalangalai saapiduvom” directed by 

Bakrudeen from ThinaiNila vaasigal 

• Young artists of Madurai Seed Kamalesh & Jai performed Silambattam, Martial arts. 

• Teacher Thilagarajan, Singer Ms. Vaanavil, cheered up children through their songs. 

• Pottery making, Colouring, Photo frame making, Drama practicing & Parai dancing all 

portrayed nuances in every creation of children. 

• A skit of Madurai Seed young people “Vannangal Atra Oviyam” directed by Prashanth 
from Vavunya received big applauses. 

• Solo performance of Ms. Stella in “Meen Vaangalayo Meen” directed by Gopi of 

Yaazh IsaiKuzhu, Pudhucherry and Bharathatyam dancer, Ms. Pragnya brought a 

serene mood 

Margazhi Utsav has been designed to recognize the skills of children by providing them a 

big stage. Hence it happened in front of huge audience who were surprised to notice the 

special talents staged by Madurai Seed children from Karumbalai.  
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Programs conducted at Thedalgal Resource Center 

S.No Date Event Organizer 

1 05.04.2018 Book Review by Research Student Arumugam Kaleidoscope 

2 07.04.2018 Pink Movie Screening  Kaleidoscope 

3 14.04.2018 Author’s Meet: Gopi Shankar, LGBTQ activist  Kaleidoscope 

4 20.04.2018 Theatre Performance: Ki Ra Kulambu by 

Perch, Chennai 

Kaleidoscope 

5 21.04.2018 Meeting with Poet Samraj Kaleidoscope 

6 03.05.2018 to  

18.05.2018 

16 days summer art camp for kids Pencil Box & 

Kaleidoscope 

7 09.06.2018 Viceroy’s House movie screening Kaleidoscope 

8 22.06.2018 Education In France: Talk with Thurcga Madurai Seed 

& Kaleidoscope 

9 26.06.2018 Kaala Movie Criticism  Kaleidoscope 

10 09.07.2018 Pope Francis-Book introduction by Nageshwari 

Annamalai  

Madurai Seed 

& Kaleidoscope 

11 13.07.2018 Meeting with Poet Esthar Kaleidoscope 

12 29.07.2018 Madurai Film Association Inauguration Tamil Studio 

13 31.07.2018 Meeting with Sivaraj, children activist Madurai Seed 

& Kaleidoscope 

14 22.08.2018 Short Story to Screen Play with Martin Refka Kaleidoscope 

15 18.09.2018 Meeting with Poet Manushi Kaleidoscope 

16 27.10.2018 Monoact by Transgender Revathi Kaleidoscope 

17 24.11.2018 Workshop for Photo and videography Tamil Studio 

18 07.12.2018 to 

10.12.2018 

Documentary Film Festival Marupakkam 

19 03.01.2019 Appreciating Carnatic Music, Palladam Ravi Kaleidoscope 

20 05.01.2019 Manto movie screening Kaleidoscope 

21 09.01.2019 to 

11.01.2019 

Training for actors  Theatre Team 

22 17.01.2019 Rohit Vemula documentary screening Kaleidoscope 

23 27.01.2019 Short Stories – Discussion VasagaSalai 

24 03.02.2019 Madurai Art Fest Volunteer meeting Kaleidoscope 

25 10.02.2019 Kaluthai Santhai Theatre Rehearsals Theatre Team 

26 11.02.2019 Prasadham Play Rehearsal Theatre Team 

27 01.03.2019 Madurai Art Fest success meet Kaleidoscope 

28 06.03.2019 Thadayam Movie screening and talk with Poet 

Thamayanthi 

Kaleidoscope 

29 10.03.2018 Film Appreciation: Kammattipadam VasagaSalai 

30 15.03.2019 Discussion with director Ram Kaleidoscope 

31 18.03.2019 Discussion with director Mari Selvaraj Kaleidoscope 
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PARTICIPATIONS 

 

We shall participate, we shall contribute 

And in so doing, we will be the gainer 
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Participation in conference: On 23.06.2018, 

Evidence, an NGO organized a meeting to 

protect and promote the rights of women and 

children, especially the rights of Dalits.10 

people from Madurai Seed participated in a 

meeting conference on Dalit women organized 

by Evidence. Among the guests; lawyers, 

writers and even professors were present. Mr. 

Kathir, Evidence begun with the objectives and 

need of this conference in which we noted 

many about the violence on Dalit women & 

Evidence's helping hands for those affected people. Social worker Ms. Kowsalya spoke 

about the harassment & problems take place against women, Writer Ms. Shalin's kindling 

discourse of the role of democratic woman & her leadership. It was a very rewarding 

conference that made us think. 

Witnessing Theatre Performance: On 

15.09.2018, IV Wall Theatre's "The 

Duchess of Malfi" by Prof. Dr. Elango 

Natesan took audience to an immersive 

environment for 90 minutes at The 

American College auditorium. Characters' 

100% performance, stagecraft, entire set, 

music - all creative aspects existed drew 

us into the play. The plot can be related to 

the toxic masculinity in this world 

today. 40 children and 15 young people of 

Madurai Seed got this wonderful opportunity to feel the theatrical presentation. 

Witnessing Dance Drama: On 

19.09.2018, Invigorating music, striking 

dance drama of nonverbal gestures - two 

souls unearthing the dominance of 

caste and economic powers" Fusion of 

action with dance staged by Manalmagudi 

team Agila and Chandren was very 

distinctive. The anti-authoritarianism 

portrayed with courageous performance, 

show them as a catalyst for social change. 

Contemporary dance styles with their 

backbone's changing poses & hand towels as indicators gave the performance space an 

effective view. It is a big step to bring such issues to young people through dance drama.  
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Participation in Gandhi Jeyanthi: 

On 02.10.2018, Children visited 

Gandhi Museum and paid tribute to 

the father of our nation. They also 

took part in the meeting and listened 

to the guests. The special lecture 

was about Gandhian principals for 

today, and discussed about how we 

can follow them in today’s world in schools, families, government, institutions, etc. Children 

also enjoyed folk cultural events. Madurai Seed also received Gandhi 150 Digital Multimedia 

Kit from the District Collector. 

Participation in film festival: On 

25.11.2018, Tamil Studio, a film 

appreciation institute organized film 

festival and discussion at 

Theological College, Madurai. 

Madurai Seed young people took 

part in the program and witnessed 

short films and feature films, they 

participated in the film discussions. They listened to the seminar on film appreciation art.   

Witnessing musical drama: On 

06.12.2018, children and young 

people witnessed a musical drama 

about Dr.Venkatasamy, founder of 

Aravind Eye Hospitals at Lakshmi 

Sundaram Hall. He dedicated his life 

for eliminating needless blindness 

and built a chain of hospitals and 

management model in service basis. This musical drama was directed by Professor 

Prabhakar. It was a different experience watching this kind of play. Everyone was moved 

by the life principles and service of the doctor.  
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Witnessing modern Tamil play: On 

05.02.2019, young people witnessed a new 

kind of play at The Lady Doak College, the 

play was mostly sounding and music. The 

drama emerges from traditional practices 

and rituals. The language of the drama is full 

of architypes. The properties, music, set, 

language all looked like, as if we landed in a 

primitive land. The play was interesting and 

provoking, made the audience to think and 

reflect. It is a very new experience for all of us.  

 

Madurai Art Festival, 16, 17 February 2019 

   

“Madurai Seed, an NGO that works with less privileged children, brought together a group 

of street children and students of TVS Matriculation Higher Secondary School for powerful 

inclusive plays. “ 

The Hindu highlighted our children’s play in Madurai Art festival that united arts of different 

forms at one place. The festival for two days from Dec 26th to 29th was organized in such a 

manner providing new artistic experiences for Madurai people.  Perch theatre group’s 

vibrant performance based on the folktale of legend Ki.ra, Light music of Sanil, Thappaattam, 

silambatam, karagattam, & oyillatam of local artistes, Manudam vellum -children’s play of 

Madurai Seed, Assamese dance, and many events gave us a break from this hustle and 

bustle of everyday life. 

Our young people Anand and Vigneshwaran displayed their photography in their photo 

expo section. Madurai Seed volunteers were involved in planning, designing, organizing and 

documenting this mega event.  Madurai Seed children received applauses on the same 

stage where so many professionals staged their performances. Also, it was such an honour 

for their parents to see their kids on stage performing in front of huge audience at the Eco 

Park.  
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Participations of trustees and staff 

 

Workshop Participation:  

On 21.09.2018, Director. A.S.Karthikbharathi along with volunteers 

Vigneshwaran, Anand, and Srinath took part in the teacher 

enhancement workshop conducted by Qrius learning initiative in 

Coimbatore. They learnt about long story method and how to incorporate 

them in teaching languages.  

 

Meeting the future teachers:  

On 20.12.2018, Director. A.S.Karthikbharathi 

interacted with the teacher training students s 

of Thiagarajar College of Preceptors in the 

title "The role of teachers in NGOs ". The 

skilful teachers can focus on rural area 

children, can make leisure time productive, 

can provide contribution for rural children 

development, can frame weekend 

learners/readers club for kids, can implement 

their ideas to enhance and accomplish a 

better society by joining hands with NGOs as it will mutually promote them and their 

surroundings. They were interested in knowing what is an NGO, its establishment and 

support for underprivileged, volunteering, management theory, financial aspects, success 

stories, hurdles/crisis it faces, problem area of working, and finally the role of MADURAI 

SEED in bringing up children of Karumbalai in the past 19 years. Confident teacher students 

of TCP perceived their role in supporting children who lack education and care in their 

village/area/town they live. 

 

Madurai Art Festival February 2019: 

Director.A.S. Karthikbharathi served in the 

organizing committee of Madurai Art Festival 

with Kaleidoscope and Professor.Prabhakar. He 

took care of organizing labours, volunteers, stalls, 

and amenities. The program became a mega 

event with public participation.  
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The supreme art of the teacher is to awaken joy in creative 

expression and knowledge  
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VOLUNTEERING & INTERNSHIPS 

 

Thurcga, is a Srilankan Tamil, law student from France volunteered from the whole June. 

She gave French classes for our young people and English classes for 8th grade children 

and involved in other activities of Madurai Seed. She conducted “Geography” seminars on 

France, Sirlanka, and Pondichery. She was bid farewell by all with dance, music, cake and 

dinner on 02.07.2018. Children gave gifts to her and shared their learning from her sessions 

and classes. 

  

Andrea Wilson visited Madurai Seed carrying the same cheerful smile like her first time. 

She collects funds from her weekly market stall in Zurich. Her customers support us by 

buying marmalade, chutney from her stall. Via FMS, she strengthens young people’s 

education and career life. During her stay in Madurai from 19th July to 1st of August, children 

found pleasure in reading English stories in her classes, loved conversing with her in the 

trekking to a hillock where she witnessed their drama rehearsals. Both in the classroom and 

during outing children had a wonderful and quality time with her. She appreciated children 

acted in the drama festival at Sevalayam hostel & corporation schools. She conducted a 

workshop on "Effective communication for Job Interviews and Presentations" for our young 

people at Kaleidoscope. Temple & two heritage site visits of her with young people are 

memorable forever. 
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Keith Rossborough and Nick, English Language Teachers from Zurich visited Madurai 

Seed during January of every new-year. This time he introduced us Nick bell, a retired 

English teacher from Zurich. They gave classes & workshop for young people during their 

stay from Jan 17th to 24th. Workshop for Madurai Seed and trainee teachers on “Strategies 

for teaching English” conducted by them was very productive and useful. “Toolbox for 

English Teachers” workshop to our young people provided knowledge about online 

teaching resources. On the day of sending them off, our children performed in Drama and 

Cultural Fest in Karumbalai Street. We had a lovely time with them during the visit to temple, 

Theppa thiruvizha (temple float festival) and Jain beds.   

 

Katrin Blatter and Urs, from Switzerland become a member of Madurai Seed family from 

6th Jan 2019. They were welcomed by children in Madurai Seed centres with love.  Urs 

handled Science & Math classes for children from 5th to 8th grade children.  Katrin gave 

Reading classes for young people to improve their listening and vocabulary skill. An 

interesting topic “Express yourself”, a workshop on writing stories and poetry was 

facilitated by them. Young people came up with haiku poems and short stories in the end of 

the workshop. They had a wonderful time learning our culture in a village Pongal festival. A 

power point presentation on "Zurich" with pictures and information on famous places and 

people was screened by them. They witnessed special performance of theatre, drama, 

dance, of our children on National young people day. Samanar hils, palace, Gandhi museum 

& temple visit saved memories for our lifetime. It was a very productive volunteering of Katrin 

and Urs from 7th to 17th of Jan.  In a nice evening, we sent them off to home with a thank 

note & love. 
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SITE VISITS 

Melli Annamalai from Asha for Education, July 2018 

Dr. Melliyal Annamali made a visit to Madurai Seed 

in July that provided us an opportunity to present 

our work and project’s impact on young people and 

children. She invested her time visiting centers and 

discussing about education support, finances, 

teaching methods, skill development programs, 

achievements of young people, and future needs. 

Also, during her session for children, she shared 

her experiences from her recent visit to Vietnam. 

Her father Dr. Annamalai and mother Mrs. 

Nageshwari partaken in the symposium on “Religious harmony – barriers and solutions” 

organized by Madurai Seed for young people. In the meeting at the Thedalgal resource center 

at Kaleidoscope, Melli’s mother discussed about her new book “Nambikaiyin Pudhiya 

parinamam” about Pope Francis. She had direct interactive questions and responses with young 

people about their education and career wishes. We as a team functioning with the support of 

ASHA for education gives us hope and motivation by her site visit. From July 9th to 11th, we had 

very quality time together with Melli akka.  

 

John Potts from Friends of Madurai Seed, February 2019 

The support of Friends of Madurai Seed makes a 

positive transformation on education and career of 

the young people. Prof. John Potts, the President of 

FMS visited Madurai Seed to meet children and 

give productive time for young people.  The whole 

period of his stay from 6th to 15th was filled with 

classes, workshops for young people of Madurai 

Seed.  He visited the centres the first day followed 

by a presentation about updates from Madurai 

Seed.  He provided training to use online resources 

effectively in the workshop on “Web Tools for teaching English” for school teachers, post 

graduate students & Madurai Seed volunteers. We find his visit benefit in many ways for young 

people and also to discuss the future plans of Madurai Seed. Dream of buying own land to have 

study centers under one roof & necessity of supporting college students for their studies were 

put forth to FMS in the meeting with him.  Ideas for scholarship brochures & postcard making, 

success stories and the needs of Madurai Seed were discussed with Prof.  John.  A follow up of 

last year’s Effective Interview Skills workshop presented by Dr. Laura Villiger and Prof. John 

was held in the workshop on “Group Discussion” for Madurai Seed young people in which the 

strategies to learn the various phases of interview was elucidated by Prof. John on Feb 10th . On 

a very nice evening, we bade bye to John with everyone’s love and hellos to Laura. 
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OUR SUPPORT 

Friends of Madurai Seed, Zurich 

Friends of Madurai Seed (FMS), Zurich is founded by Dr. Laura Villiger with like-minded 

friends in 2008 to provide essential financial support to Madurai Seed to build up the 

organization at least a partial self-sufficient in the longer term. The annual funding for FMS 

is used for the following: Learning centers, scholarships, skills and personality development 

programs, and teaching volunteer enhancement, and English language teaching programs. 

www.friendsofmaduraiseed.org  

Asha for Education, Boston 

Asha Boston Chapter is a chapter of Asha for Education, a non-profit organization. They 

are a completely volunteer driven organization, comprising of dedicated individuals based 

in the Area, striving to make a difference in society. Asha Boston provides Madurai Seed 

rent and electricity for education centres, and stipend for volunteers.  

https://boston.ashanet.org/  

Vizhuthugal Alumni Association 

It is the alumni association functions for former students, and volunteers of Madurai 

Seed. Some of the alumni provides regular donations.  

Friends of Madurai Seed, India 

This group envisions an effective community through like-minded people as potential 

donors from India.  

 

They don’t just provide monetary donations; they know the problems 

of children and young people inside out and are constantly in touch with 

Madurai Seed’s interventions. They provide great knowledge, advise, and moral 

support. They are great mentors to this organization and its people. They visit 

Madurai Seed centers regularly, having a personal connection and has 

inspired our children and young people a lot. 
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MEDIA OUTREACH 

 

 

 

 

The New Indian Express | 03.08.2018 | About Theatre Festival 
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The Times of India | 01.08.2018 | About Theatre Festival 
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Dinamalar | 01.08.2018 | About Theatre Festival  

Dinakaran | 01.08.2018 | About Theatre Festival  



The New Indian Express | 08.06.2018  The New Indian Express | 08.01.2019 

About Madurai Seed     About Children Theatre Festival 
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The Hindu | 12.11.2018 | About Madurai Seed 
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The New Indian Express | 23.11.2018 | Our children’s views about sports 

 

 

 

 

The New Indian Express | 01.11.2018 | 

A para about Diwali Celebration 
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Chutti Vikatan | Tamil Children Magazine 

16.01.2019 | About 5 days children theatre 

festival 



The New Indian Express    The Hindu | 21.02.2019 |  

Moon Watch participation   Para about our drama in Madurai Art Festival 

Our children in the photo  

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Elavarasi’s comment 

on women empowerment 

The New Indian Express | 

12.04.2018 
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FINANCIALS  
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CONCLUSION  

 

Thanks for reading the report.  In the moment of successfully completing another year in 

our journey, we have already started to dream of some major action plans for the next 

year.  

• We are in need of a comfortable, spacious studying space. Within the few months 

of the next new educational year, a new study place will be found in Karumbalai 

to provide a good class room atmosphere for children.  

• Haven’t published the annual magazine for two years, the 26th magazine will be 

published as “Children Theatre Edition” with theatre scripts of Madurai Seed’s play 

productions. 

• A creative writing workshop for children and the outcome being published in online 

or print platforms.  

• Other club activities will go on usually with more focused learning outcomes. 

• Evening classes will reach more beneficiaries than the last year with stable regular 

attendance of children.  

In an area like Karumbalai, there are many distractions for children and young people. 

Dropping out from school was not a rare scene. In this situation, Madurai Seed provides a 

space for school children to come in as a child, to keep themselves in the education track, 

and go out as a skillful, educated youth. We thank you all for being with us and believe in 

us. We are looking towards exciting times ahead. Thanks and Best wishes.  
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ADDED READINGS 

             

               

 

 

 

 

Following are the reports from interns, volunteers, and supporters 
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 Internship Report By:  Thurcga Thiven, Law Student, France 

A c k n o w led g m en t:  

I  w a n t to  th a n k  e v e ry o n e  w h o  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  s u c c e s s  o f m y  in te rn s h ip .  

F irs t  o f a ll,  I  e x te n d  m y  th a n k s  a n d  m y  g ra t itu d e  to  M A D U R A I S E E D  in  p a rt ic u la r  

to  th e  p re s id e n t A .S . K a r t ic k b a ra th i A n n a  (b ro th e r ) ,  to  th e  d ire c to r  E la v a ra s i 

K A R T H IK  a n d  to  th e  c o o rd in a to r  C . A ru n  K u m a r fo r  g iv in g  m e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  d o  m y  in te rn s h ip  w ith in  th e ir  o rg a n iz a t io n . I  th a n k  th e m  fo r  th e ir  t ru s t,  th e ir  

a v a ila b ility  a n d  th e ir  p a t ie n c e . 

I  e s p e c ia lly  th a n k  m y  in te rn s h ip  tu to r  A .S  K a r t ic k b a ra th i A n n a  w h o  w a s  k in d  e n o u g h  t o  

a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t io n s  a n d  p ro v id e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  e x p la n a t io n s .  

F in a lly , I  w a n te d  to  th a n k  a ll th e  v o lu n te e rs  a n d  c h ild re n  o f M A D U R A I S E E D . T h e ir  

s m ile ,  th e ir  g e n e ro s ity , th e ir  g o o d  h u m o r  m a d e  th is  in te rn s h ip  a n  u n fo rg e tta b le  a n d  

e x c e p t io n a l e x p e r ie n c e . 

 

Introduction 

 

B e fo re  g o in g  in to  th e  th ic k  o f  th e  s u b je c t,  I  w ill s p e c ify  th a t  b e c a u s e  o f a  v is a  p ro b le m ,  I  d id  a  

o n e -m o n th  in te rn s h ip  in  In d ia , th e n  a  s e c o n d  in te rn s h ip  in  a  la w  f irm  in  P a r is . 

F o llo w in g  a  o n e -y e a r e x c h a n g e  a t th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f G e n e v a  in  S w itz e r la n d  a n d  a  M a s te r 's  d e g re e  

in  In te rn a t io n a l L a w  f ro m  P a r is -N a n te r re  U n iv e rs ity ,  I  d e c id e d  to  d o  a  M a s te r  I I  d e g re e  in  L a w , 

P o lit ic a l S c ie n c e  a n d  in te rn a t io n a l re la t io n s  w ith in  th e  U n i v e rs ity  o f C le rm o n t A u v e rg n e .  

D u r in g  m y  s tu d ie s , I  h a d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  n o t o n ly  to  d o  in te rn s h ip s  in  la w  f irm s , b u t I  a ls o  h a d  th e  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a rt ic ip a te  in  v a r io u s  v o lu n te e r  m is s io n s  w ith  U N IC E F . M y  y e a r  s p e n t  in  G e n e v a ,  

a s  w e ll a s  th e  d if fe re n t v o lu n te e r in g  e x p e r ie n c e s  h a v e  in c re a s e d  m y  d e s ire  to  w o rk  in  a n  

in te rn a t io n a l c o n te x t a n d  h a v e  e s p e c ia lly  s t re n g th e n e d  m y  d e s ire  to  w o rk  in  th e  f ie ld  o f h u m a n  

r ig h ts . 

In  o rd e r to  o b ta in  th e  M a s te r  I I ,  w e  h a v e  to  d o  a  p ro fe s s io n a l in te rn s h ip  re la te d  to  o u r s tu d i e s .  

H a v in g  n e v e r d o n e  in te rn s h ip s  in  N G O s , m y  c h o ic e  w a s  q u ite  fa s t.  I  w a n te d  to  h a v e  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  

in  a n  N G O , to  m a k e  m o re  c o n c re te  m y  c a re e r  o r ie n ta t io n  a n d  c o n f irm  m y  d e s i re  to  s p e c ia liz e  in  

h u m a n  r ig h ts .  

 

S o  I  w a n te d  to  fo c u s  o n  a  s p e c if ic  g e o g ra p h ic a l  a re a : A s ia I h a v e  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l in te re s t fo r  A s ia , 

s in c e  I  c o m e  f ro m  th is  c o n t in e n t.  In d e e d , o f S r i L a n k a n  T a m il o r ig in , b u t b o rn  in  th e  P h ilip p in e s ,  I  

a c q u ire d  a n d  d e e p e n e d  fo r  a  lo n g  t im e  m y  k n o w le d g e  o n  th is  re g io n . n  a d d it io n ,  I  d e c id e d  to  ta rg e t 

o n ly  N G O s  f ig h t in g  fo r  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f c h ild re n ’s  r ig h ts  in  A s ia .  In  fa c t , m illio n s  o f  c h ild re n  in  A s ia  

h a v e  th e ir  r ig h ts  v io la te d ,  in c lu d in g  th e  d e p r iv a t io n  o f  s o c ia l,  e d u c a t io n a l a n d  c u ltu ra l r ig h ts .  T h e y  

a re  d e n ie d  a c c e s s  to  s c h o o l,  h e a lth  c a re  a n d  s o c ia l b e n e f its , a re  in a p p ro p r ia te ly  s e p a ra te d  fro m  

th e ir  fa m ilie s  a n d  a f fe c te d  b y  e x p lo ita t io n ,  a b u s e  a n d  v io le n c e  in  th e ir  h o m e s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s .  

E v e ry w h e re , g ro u p s  o f c h ild re n  a re  le ft  b e h in d , v ic t im s  o f p re ju d ic e  a n d  d is c r im in a t io n . A m o n g  

th e  m o s t v u ln e ra b le  a re  c h ild re n  b o rn  in  p o v e r ty , c h ild re n  f ro m  e th n ic  m in o r it ie s  o r  c h ild re n  w ith  

d is a b ilit ie s .  

A fte r  c a re fu l s tu d y  o f th e  m is s io n s  o f  e a c h  N G O  f ig h t in g  fo r  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  c h ild re n 's  r ig h ts ,  I  s e n t 

m a n y  a p p lic a t io n s  to  e v e ry  c o rn e r o f A s ia , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  In d ia , M a la y s ia ,  o r  th e  P h ilip p in e s .  
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O f a ll th e  a p p lic a t io n s  s e n t ,  a n  N G O  n a m e d  M A D U R A I  S E E D , lo c a te d  in  M a d u ra i,  T a m il N a d u  

S ta te ,  w a s  th e  f irs t  to  g iv e  m e  a  p o s it iv e  re s p o n s e .  I t  is  a  lo c a l N G O  th a t fo c u s e s  m a in ly  o n  

e d u c a t in g  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p le  fro m  a  d is a d v a n ta g e d  e n v iro n m e n t. W e  w ill c o m e  b a c k  to  

th is  in  m o re  d e ta il a b o u t th e  ro le s  a n d  m is s io n s  o f th is  o rg a n iz a t io n .  

 

O n e  o f th e  m a in  re a s o n s  fo r  m y  a p p lic a t io n  to  M A D U R A I S E E D  w a s  o f c o u rs e  its  f ie ld  o f a c t io n : 

e d u c a t io n . In  a d d it io n , th e  id e a  o f w o rk in g  c lo s e ly  a n d  in te ra c t in g  w ith  o th e r lo c a l o rg a n iz a t io n s  

b u t a ls o  w ith  y o u n g  p e o p le , p ro v e d  to  b e  a  g re a t o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  m e  to  h a v e  re a l f ie ld  e x p e r ie n c e .  

F in a lly ,  th e  la n g u a g e  s p o k e n  in  M a d u ra i is  T a m il,  la n g u a g e  th a t I  s p e a k  p e rfe c t ly .  

 

A s  I  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a  v is a  p ro b le m ,  m y  in te rn s h ip  w a s  s h o r te n e d  to  1  

m o n th ,  s o  I  h a d  to  lo o k  fo r  a n o th e r  in te rn s h ip  in  F ra n c e . I  d e c id e d  to  d ire c t m y  re s e a rc h  

to  la w  f irm s . A n  in te rn s h ip  in  a n  N G O  th e n  a t a  la w  f irm  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  c o n tra d ic to ry .  

 

H o w e v e r  m y  p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  w a s  n o t in  th e  f ie ld  o f H u m a n  r ig h ts , s o  I  w a n te d  to  m o v e  

to w a rd s  a  s m a ll la w  f irm  e x e rc is in g  in  H u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  a n t i - te r ro r is m  a s  th e  c a b in e t  A x e l 

M E T Z K E R , to  fa m ilia r iz e  m y s e lf  w ith  th is  ty p e  o f s t ru c tu re  a n d  d is c o v e r  th e  m a n y  fa c e ts  o f  th e  

p ro fe s s io n  o f la w y e r p ra c t ic in g  in  th e  f ie ld  o f H u m a n  r ig h ts  a n d  to  a  le s s e r  e x te n t,  c o n tr ib u te  to  

th e  life  o f th e  f irm . I  w ill p re s e n t  in  th e  f irs t p a r t  m y  in te rn s h ip  d o n e  in  In d ia .   

Inequalities in the education system in India 

In d ia  is  th e  w o r ld 's  la rg e s t  d e m o c ra c y  a n d ,  a c c o rd in g  to  U N  e s t im a te s , its  p o p u la t io n  is  e x p e c te d  

to  s u rp a s s  C h in a 's  in  2 0 2 8  to  b e c o m e  th e  w o r ld 's  m o s t p o p u lo u s  n a t io n .  

A s  a  g ro w in g  e c o n o m ic  p o w e r a n d  a  n u c le a r -w e a p o n  S ta te , In d ia  h a s  b e c o m e  a n  im p o rta n t 

re g io n a l p o w e r .  B u t  it  a ls o  ta c k le s  e n o rm o u s  s o c ia l,  e c o n o m ic  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l p ro b le m s . 

F o r  e x a m p le , e d u c a t io n  is  a  m a jo r  c h a lle n g e  in  In d ia  e s p e c ia lly  fo r  c h ild re n  a n d  s tu d e n ts  f ro m  

p o o r  fa m ilie s .  E v e ry o n e 's  r ig h t to  e d u c a t io n  is  o n e  o f th e  H u m a n  r ig h ts . T h is  r ig h t h a s  b e e n  

e n s h r in e d  in  s e v e ra l fu n d a m e n ta l te x ts  s u c h  a s  A rt ic le  2 6  o f th e  1 9 4 8  U n iv e rs a l D e c la ra t io n  o f 

H u m a n  R ig h ts :  

«Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental 

stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made 

generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening 

of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and 

friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United 

Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children » 

 

B u t th is  r ig h t is  fo u n d  in  o th e r te x ts  s u c h  a s  in : In te rn a t io n a l C o v e n a n t o n  E c o n o m ic , S o c ia l  a n d  

C u ltu ra l R ig h ts  1 9 6 6  (A r t ic le s  2 , 1 3  a n d  1 4 1 ),  in  th e  In te rn a t io n a l C o n v e n t io n  o n  th e  E lim in a t io n  o f 

A ll F o rm s  o f R a c ia l D is c r im in a t io n  (a r t ic le s  1 , 2  a n d  5 2 ),  C o n v e n t io n  o n  th e  E lim in a t io n  o f A ll F o rm s  

o f D is c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t W o m e n  (A rt ic le s  1  a n d  1 0  3 ) ,  th e  C o n v e n t io n  o n  th e  R ig h ts  o f  th e  C h ild  

(a r t ic le s  2 , 9 , 2 8  a n d  2 9  4 ) ,  th e  E u ro p e a n  C o n v e n t io n  o n  H u m a n  R ig h ts  (A rt ic le  2  o f th e  F irs t 

A d d it io n a l P ro to c o l) ,  C o n v e n t io n  o n  th e  R ig h ts  o f  P e rs o n s  w ith  D is a b ilit ie s  (A rt ic le  2 4 ) .  

 

 

117 

 



In  a d d it io n , la c k  o f e d u c a t io n  is  a  fu n d a m e n ta l p ro b le m  in  In d ia  a n d  th e  s itu a t io n  o f In d ia n  

p u b lic  s c h o o ls  is  a  c le a r  illu s t ra t io n  o f th is . E d u c a t io n  is  a  c o n s t itu t io n a l r ig h t in  In d ia , b u t its  

p ro v is io n  is  fa r  b e lo w  a n  a d e q u a te  s ta n d a rd .  Y e t th e  In d ia n  g o v e rn m e n t  is  w e ll a w a re  o f th e  

p ro b le m s  o f  th e  In d ia n  e d u c a t io n  s y s te m , b u t  h a s  b e e n  s lo w  to  re s p o n d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  th e  

s c h o o l in f ra s tru c tu re  is  in  p o o r  c o n d it io n  a n d  m a n y  te a c h e rs  a re  n o t  p ro p e r ly  q u a lif ie d ,  w ith  

a  q u a r te r  o f th e m  h a v in g  n o  d e g re e .  S c h o o ls  a re  a ls o  w ith o u t  e le c tr ic ity . H a lf  o f th e  c o u n try  

d o e s  n o t e v e n  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  a d e q u a te  e d u c a t io n  a n d  o n ly  a  s m a ll p a r t c a n  g o  to  p r iv a te  

u n iv e rs ity  b e c a u s e  o f a  c o n s id e ra b le  la c k  o f g o o d  q u a lity  e d u c a t io n  fo r  th e  p o o r o r  b e c a u s e  

th e  lim ite d  p la c e s  in  p r iv a te  u n iv e rs it ie s , re s u lt in g  in  a  v e ry  in te n s e  c o m p e t it io n  b e tw e e n  

s tu d e n ts ; m o s t g o  to  p u b lic  u n iv e rs it ie s , w h ic h  a re  m o s t ly  f re e  a n d  o ffe r  lit t le  b e n e f it .  

T h e re  a re  a ls o  s o c io lo g ic a l fa c to rs ,  in c lu d in g  th e  c a s te  s y s te m , w h ic h  is  a  s e r io u s  p ro b le m , a n d  

th e  e x tre m e  p re s s u re  e x e r te d  b y  p a re n ts  o r  s o c ie ty  o n  th e  u s e  o f e d u c a t io n  fo r  f in a n c ia l s e cu r ity . 

T h e re  is  v e ry  lit t le  in c e n t iv e  to  ta k e  r is k s  a n d  fo llo w  y o u r  o w n  in te re s ts  o r  e n c o u ra g e  c re a tiv ity .  

 

T h e s e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  c re a te  a  d if f ic u lt  s it u a t io n  fo r  s o c io -e c o n o m ic a lly  d is a d v a n ta g e d  g ro u p s  w h o  

c a n n o t a ffo rd  a  p r iv a te  s c h o o l t o  e d u c a te  th e ir  c h ild .  T h e s e  fa ilu re s  o f th e  In d ia n  e d u c a t io n  s y s te m  

p u s h  p e o p le  to  w o rk  in  lo w -p a id  a n d  u n s a fe  jo b s ,  w h ic h  in  m o s t  c a s e s  d o  n o t c o r re s p o n d  to  th e ir  

le v e l o f  e d u c a t io n  a n d  w h e re  th e y  a re  e x p lo ite d  a n d  im p r is o n e d  in  a  s ta te  o f d e p r iv a t io n .  A  v ic io u s  

c irc le  is  c re a te d  b e tw e e n  g e n e ra t io n s .  

S ta te s  h a v e  a n  o b lig a t io n  to  p ro v id e  e d u c a tio n  to  th e ir  c it iz e n s  a n d , u n fo r tu n a te ly , in  In d ia  th is  

o b lig a t io n  is  n o t fu lf ille d . T h e  f ie ld  o f e d u c a t io n  is  th e re fo re  in t r in s ic a lly  c o m p le x  in  In d ia . H o w e v e r ,  

b e tte r  th a n  m in is t r ie s  o r  e v e n  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls ,  N G O s  c a n  a d o p t n e w  m e th o d o lo g ie s  a n d  e x p e r im e n t 

e a s ily  in  th e  f ie ld .  A  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  N G O s  o ffe r  b r illia n t  p ro je c ts  a n d  s o m e t im e s  d e v e lo p  th e m  if  

th e y  a re  s u c c e s s fu lly  p ilo te d .  

M a d u ra i S E E D , N G O  fo c u s e d  o n  th e  w e lfa re  a n d  e d u c a t io n  o f c h ild re n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p le  o f 

K a ru m b a la i in te rv e n e s  in  th is  c o n te x t.  

 

P res en ta tio n  o f th e  fo u n d er  o f M A D U R A I  S E E D  

 

A .S  K a r th ik b h a ra t i is  th e  6 th  c h ild  o f  a  p o o r  fa m ily  w h o s e  p a re n ts  h a v e  n o t  a t te n d e d  s c h o o l.  

In  h is  w o rd s , p o v e r ty  h a s  h a u n te d  h im  d u r in g  s c h o o l d a y s .  H e  h e ld  s e v e ra l p a r t-  t im e  jo b s  to  

f in a n c e  h is  h ig h  s c h o o l a n d  u n iv e rs ity  s tu d ie s .  K a ru m b a la i,  th is  p o o r  s lu m  o f  M a d u ra i la c k e d  

e c o n o m ic  w e ll-b e in g ,  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a n d  a d v ic e .  F ro m  h is  c h ild h o o d  h e  jo in e d  m a n y  s o c ia l 

s e rv ic e  fo ru m s . In d e e d ,  h e  w a n te d  to  d o  s o m e th in g  to  th e  c h ild re n  o f  h is  re g io n  s o  th a t th e y  

c o u ld  k n o w  th e  b e n e f its  o f e d u c a t io n  . S o  h e  c re a te d  a  s p a c e  fo r  c h ild re n  w h e re  th e y  c o u ld  

c o m e  to  re a d  b o o k s ,  a n d  th e n  th is  s p a c e  w a s  e x te n d e d  to  e v e n in g  c e n te rs  w h e re  te a c h in g  

v o lu n te e rs  s h a re d  w ith  th e  y o u n g e s t th e  v ir tu e s  o f e d u c a t io n . 

F ro m  1 9 9 0  to  1 9 9 9 , h e  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  m a n y  p ro je c ts  w h e re  h e  s e rv e d  fo r  p e o p le  liv in g  n o t  o n ly  

in  K a ru m b a la i,  b u t  a ls o  a ro u n d  M a d u ra i.  H e  th e n  c re a te d  S E E D  a n d  w o rk e d  in  

d is a d v a n ta g e d  a re a s  s u c h  a s  K a ru m b a la i,  S a m b a k u d i a n d  T h a tth a n e r i u n t il 2 0 0 6 .  

I t  w a s  in  2 0 0 7  th a t A . K a r th ik b a ra th i re in s ta te d  M A D U R A I S E E D  a s  a  n o n -p ro f it  o rg a n iz a t io n  u n d e r 

th e  In d ia n  T ru s t A c t o f 2 0 0 7 . W h a t is  im p o rta n t to  m e n t io n  is  th a t A .S .K a rth ik  B h a ra th i g re w  u p  a n d  

liv e d  in  K a ru m b a la i a n d  th e re fo re  k n o w s  th e  s itu a t io n  a n d  th e  p ro b le m s  th a t th e  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u n g  

p e o p le  o f K a ru m b a la i a re  fa c in g .  
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D e s p ite  th e  d if f ic u lt ie s , h e  o b ta in e d  a  m a s te r 's  d e g re e  in  T a m il lite ra tu re  a n d  re c e iv e d  a  s ta te  a n d  

u n iv e rs ity  a w a rd  fo r  th e  b e s t v o lu n te e r o f th e  n a t io n a l s e rv ic e  p ro g ra m . H e  is  a  m e m b e r  o f th e  

A S H A  fo r  E d u c a t io n  (B o s to n , U S A )  f ro m  2 0 0 3 . O v e r th e  la s t  1 3  y e a rs ,  h e  h a s  m a n a g e d  to  m a k e  

M A D U R A I S E E D  a  v e ry  p o p u la r  a n d  s u c c e s s fu l o rg a n iz a t io n  

P res en ta tio n  o f M A D U R A I S E E D  

 

M A D U R A I S E E D  is  a  n o n -p ro f it  o rg a n iz a t io n  fo u n d e d  in  1 9 9 9 , w h o s e  o b je c t iv e  is  to  p ro m o te  

th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  d is a d v a n ta g e d  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p le .  "S e e d "  re fe rs  to  th e ir  b e lie f  th a t 

e v e ry  c h ild  h a s  g re a t p o te n t ia l,  w h e n  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u th  a re  s u p p o r te d  b y  

a d e q u a te  re s o u rc e s  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s ,  ju s t lik e  a  p la n t ,  th e y  c a n  g ro w  a n d  re a c h  g re a t  h e ig h ts . 

T h e  te a m  c o n s is ts  f irs t  o f P re s id e n t K a rth ic k  B a ra th i a n d  h is  w ife  E la v a ra s i  K a rth ik  d ire c to r  o f 

M a d u ra i S E E D . T h e n  th e re  is  th e  f in a n c ia l a d m in is tra to r  a n d  s e c re ta ry , M r. M a n s u ra li a n d  

M r.M u th u p a n d i w h o  a ls o  g re w  u p  in  K a ru m b a la i.  A s  m y  tu to r  o f in te rn s h ip ,  th e y  k n o w  th e  s itu a t io n  

th e re . M a n s u ra li h o ld s  d e g re e s  in  C o m p u te r  S c ie n c e  a n d  S o c io lo g y  a n d  M u th u p a n d i in  

A c c o u n t in g .  T h e s e  a re  im p o rta n t  e le m e n ts  o f th e  te a m  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  in  c h a rg e  o f b u d g e t 

m a n a g e m e n t a n d  m a n a g e  th e  b u re a u c ra t ic  a s p e c ts  o f th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  

T h e n  c o m e s  M s .  V .M a m m a m m a l w h o  is  a  d ire c to r  a n d  b o a rd  m e m b e r w h o  h a s  w o rk e d  a s  a  

E n g lis h  &  S o c ia l S c ie n c e s  te a c h e r in  a  h ig h  s c h o o l.  S h e  w a s  v e ry  k n o w le d g e a b le  a b o u t th e  s o c ia l 

a n d  e c o n o m ic  e n v iro n m e n t o f th e  c h ild re n  o f K a ru m b a la i.  T o d a y  s h e  is  a  re t ire d  te a c h e r a n d  g iv e s  

E n g lis h  le s s o n s  to  th e  o ld e r  o n e s .  

A ru n  K u m a r, th e  c o o rd in a to r  s tu d ie d  E n g lis h  lite ra tu re . I t  is  o n e  o f th e  r e a s o n s  fo r  th e  fu lf illm e n t 

o f M A D U R A I S E E D  in  th e  a d m in is t ra t io n .  

T h e n  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  re lie s  h e a v ily  o n  th e  m a n y  s tu d e n t  v o lu n te e rs , w h o  h e lp  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t 

o f c h ild re n  in c lu d in g  g iv in g  c o m p le m e n ta ry  c la s s e s  in  th e  e v e n in g  f ro m  6  to  8 p m .  

F in a lly  th e re  a re  m a n y  a d v is e rs  a n d  v o lu n te e rs  w h o  h e lp  in  th e  f in a n c in g  o f  M a d u ra i S E E D . 

S p o n s o rs  s u c h  a s  A s h a  B o s to n , o r  s p o n s o r te a m s  in  S w itz e r la n d  a re  v e ry  u s e d  in  th e  f in a n c in g  

o f e d u c a t io n a l p ro je c ts , s c h o o l m a te r ia ls ,  e tc . H o w e v e r ,  a m o n g  th e  v o lu n te e rs  th e re  a re  m a n y  

f r ie n d s , c o lle a g u e s  a n d  o th e r  lo c a l o rg a n iz a t io n s  in v o lv e d  in  s u p p o r t in g  a n d  h e lp in g  c h ild re n  to  

a c h ie v e  th e ir  d re a m s .  

T h e  ro le  a n d  m is s io n s  o f  M a d u ra i S e e d  

K a ru m b a la i is  a  re g io n  o f M a d u ra i,  a  s lu m  lo c a te d  b e h in d  th e  c ity  c e n tre  o f M a d u ra i.F o r a  v e ry  

lo n g  t im e , th e  te rm  "s lu m " h a s  b e e n  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a  d ir ty  h a b ita t a n d  o c c u p ie d  b y  a  m is e ra b le  

a n d  c r im in a l p o p u la t io n . In  F re n c h , th e  w o rd  "s lu m "  w a s  u s e d  fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e  a b o u t  M o ro c c o  to  

lite ra lly  re fe r  to  "h o u s e s  in  c a n s " , a  s e t o f h o u s e s  b u ilt  w ith  re c y c le d  m a te r ia ls .  

T o d a y ,  th e re  a re  c e r ta in  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  to  ta k e  in to  a c c o u n t to  q u a lify  a  s lu m , e s p e c ia lly  

o v e rc ro w d in g ,  p o o r q u a lity  h o u s in g  lo c a te d  in  m o s t c a s e s  o n  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f c ity  c e n te rs . T h e re  is  

a ls o  a  la c k  o f a c c e s s  to  d r in k in g  w a te r  e tc . 

T h is  is  th e  c a s e  o f K a ru m b a la i,  w h e re  m a n y  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u n g  s tu d e n ts  liv e .  

 

In d ia ,  a s  a  n a t io n ,  h a s  ta k e n  m e a s u re s  in  re la t io n  to  e d u c a t io n  b y  a d o p t in g  m e a s u re s  s u c h  a s  

fre e  c o m p u ls o ry  e d u c a t io n  fo r  e v e ry  c h ild  u p  to  th e  a g e  o f  1 4 , a n d  s o  o n .  H o w e v e r, th e  re a l 

p ro b le m  m a y  n o t  b e  th e  is s u e  o f  a c c e s s  to  e d u c a t io n ,  b u t  ra th e r  th e  q u a lity  o f th e  e d u c a t io n  

p ro v id e d  a n d  th e  la c k  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a t  th e  e n d  o f th e  c o u rs e . 
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In  In d ia , th e re  a re  3  ty p e s  o f s c h o o ls :  s ta te -o w n e d  s c h o o ls  a n d  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls  b u t a ls o  

g o v e rn m e n t a id e d  s c h o o ls .  P r iv a te  s c h o o ls  d e e m e d  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  o ffe r in g  q u a lity  e d u c a t io n  c a n  

n o t b e  p a id  b y  p a re n ts  fo r  la c k  o f in c o m e . C h ild re n  a n d  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  to  b e  c o n te n t w ith  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls  a n d  u n iv e rs it ie s  th a t a re  o f lit t le  b e n e fit  to  th e m . 

T h e  m a in  m is s io n  o f M a d u ra i S e e d  is  "T o  P ro v id e  a  S u p p o rt iv e , N u r tu r in g  E n v iro n m e n t fo r 

S o c ia lly ,  E c o n o m ic a lly  D is a d v a n ta g e d  C h ild re n  a n d  Y o u n g  P e o p le  to  D is c o v e r  a n d  D e v e l o p  

T h e ir  M e n ta l A b ilit ie s ;  E n r ic h  T h e ir  S e n s e  o f  S e lf -E s te e m , a n d  E m p o w e r  T h e m  w ith  E m o t io n a l 

S ta b ility  to  P ro m o te  P e rs o n a l a n d  S o c ia l R e s p o n s ib il it ie s ."  

 

In  g e n e ra l,  c h ild re n  a tte n d in g  th e  c e n te rs  c o m e  f ro m  d is a d v a n ta g e d  a re a s  o f th e  c ity .  F o r  th e  

m a jo r ity  o f th e  c h ild re n  a n d  s tu d e n ts  I  s p o k e  to , th e ir  fa th e rs  w o rk  a s  fa rm e rs , h o u s e  p a in te r  o r 

a u to  d r iv e r ,  a n d  th e ir  m o th e rs  a ls o  e a rn  a  b it  a s  h o u s e k e e p e rs  in  m o s t  c a s e s , to  s a t is fy  th e ir 

b a s ic  n e e d s . I llite ra c y  a n d  a lc o h o l d e p e n d e n c e  o f p a re n ts  c a n  le a d  to  p o o r a n d  s ta g n a n t c h ild  

d e v e lo p m e n t. A n d  th e  g o a l o f M a d u ra i S e e d  is  p r e c is e ly  to  p re v e n t th is  a n d  o ffe r  th e m  a  p e a c e fu l 

a n d  jo y fu l le a rn in g  e n v iro n m e n t.  

 

C h ild re n  in  u rb a n  s lu m s  th e re fo re  re c e iv e  v e ry  lit t le  s u p p o rt fro m  th e ir  fa m ilie s  a n d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t.  

A s  th e y  g o  to  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  n e a rb y ,  th e ir  e x p o s u re  to  th e  o u ts id e  w o r ld  is  im p o s s ib le .  T h e y  liv e  in  

s m a ll h o u s e s  w ith o u t fa c il it ie s  to  s tu d y  a n d  h a v e  n o  s p a c e  to  h a v e  fu n  w ith  th e ir  f r ie n d s .  

A s  a  re s u lt ,  M a d u ra i S e e d  h a s  c re a te d  s m a ll c e n te rs  fo r  c h ild re n  a n d  s tu d e n ts . T h e y  e n s u re  th a t 

e a c h  c h ild  d is c o v e rs  th e ir  n e e d s , s t im u la te s  th e ir  p o te n t ia l a n d  m o t iv a te s  th e m  to  s tr iv e  fo r  s u c c e s s  

a n d  to  s u p p o rt th e m  m o ra lly  a n d  fin a n c ia lly . D e p e n d in g  o n  th e ir  a g e , M a d u ra i S e e d  o p e ra te s  in  

fo u r  c e n te rs  to  g iv e  th e m  a d d it io n a l e d u c a t io n  in  th e  e v e n in g .  

S tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  u n iv e rs ity  b e c o m e  v o lu n te e rs  a n d  te a c h  c h ild re n  in  re tu rn  fo r  a  m o n th ly  

s t ip e n d . S p e c ia l e v e n ts  s u c h  a s  lib ra ry  d a y s ,  s a v in g s  s y s te m , e x h ib it io n  v is its ,  s c h o la rs h ip s , 

e n d o w m e n ts ,  s k ills  a n d  p e rs o n a lity  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro g ra m s  a n d  o th e r  e x tra c u r r ic u la r  a c t iv it ie s  a re  

th e re  to  e n r ic h  th e ir  le a d e rs h ip  s k il ls ,  th e ir  c re a t iv ity  ,  th e ir  a s p ira t io n  a n d  th e ir  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  

T h e  im p o rta n c e  o f  M a d u ra i S e e d  fo r  th e  y o u n g  p e o p le  o f  K a ru m b a la i  

I  h a d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  in te rv ie w  th re e  y o u n g  s tu d e n ts  fro m  K a ru m b a la i w h o  g a v e  m e  th e ir  

p o in t  o f v ie w  o n  M a d u ra i S E E D  a n d  in  p a rt ic u la r  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f th is  o rg a n iz a t io n .  

L iv in g  in  K a ru m b a la i s in c e  b ir th , S r in a th ,  a  3 rd  y e a r E n g lis h  s tu d e n t, jo in e d  M a d u ra i S E E D  

b e c a u s e  o f  p e rs o n a l p ro b le m s .  H e  w a s  7  y e a rs  o ld  w h e n  h e  jo in e d  th e  N G O .  T o d a y  h e  is  n o w  

a  v o lu n te e r a n d  te a c h e s  T a m il to  th e  y o u n g e r  o n e s .  

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , w ith o u t M a d u ra i S e e d  h e  w o u ld  n o t h a v e  b e c o m e  w h a t  h e  is  to d a y . T h is  N G O  

h a s  s tre n g th e n e d  its  s k il ls  a s  te a m w o rk , s o lid a r ity ,  a u to n o m y  b u t a ls o  c o m m u n ic a t io n , s k ills  th a t 

d o  n o t d e v e lo p  e n o u g h  in  s c h o o l a c c o rd in g  to  h im . H e  a ls o  s a y s  h e  h a s  le a rn e d  a n d  e n r ic h e d  

h is  k n o w le d g e  in  m a n y  a re a s  d u r in g  c u ltu ra l s e s s io n s .  F in a lly ,  A . K a r th ik b a ra th i w h o m  h e  c a lls  

"a n n a "  (b ro th e r) ,  is  a  le a d e r  fo r  h im  a n d  fo r  a ll y o u n g  p e o p le .  

A n o th e r s tu d e n t, P r e m  w h o  is  c u r re n t ly  in  3 rd  y e a r o f to u r is m  s tu d ie s , a n d  a ls o  liv in g  in  

K a ru m b a la i,  jo in e d  M a d u ra i S E E D  4  y e a rs  a g o  b e c a u s e  h e  w a n te d  to  e n ro ll in  tu to r in g  to  p a s s  

h is  h ig h  s c h o o l d e g re e  (  f in a l e x a m  in  1 2 ).  H e  th in k s  it  w a s  th a n k s  to  th i s  tu to r in g ,  to  th e  a d v ic e  

a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t o f th e  te a m , th a t h e  w a s  a b le  to  h a v e  v e ry  g o o d  g ra d e s . 

M o re o v e r, a c c o rd in g  to  h im ,  th e  N G O  p u s h e s  y o u n g  p e o p le  e n o rm o u s ly  to  d o  w h a t  th e y  w a n t 

to  d o .  
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P re m , fo r  e x a m p le ,  h a s  a  p a rt ic u la r  in te re s t in  d a n c e .  W h e n  th e  N G O  p re p a re s  p ro je c ts  o f a c t iv it ie s  

lik e  d a n c e ,  it  is  to  h im  th a t o n e  c a lls  u p o n  to  p re p a re  a  c h o re o g ra p h y .  

H o w e v e r ,  th e re  is  lit t le  o p p o rtu n ity  in  u n iv e rs it ie s  to  p ra c t ic e  a c t iv it ie s .  H e  s a id  th a t w ith o u t 

M a d u ra i S e e d , h e  w o u ld  s ta y  w ith  b o y s  h is  a g e  o n  th e  s t re e t  d o in g  n o th in g . T o d a y , h e  th in k s  h e  

is  re s p o n s ib le ,  a u to n o m o u s  a n d  h a s  g ro w n  u p  in  m a tu r ity .  P re m  w h o  d id  n o t s p e a k  E n g lis h ,  to d a y  

c o m m u n ic a te s  m o re  e a s ily  in  th is  la n g u a g e  th a n k s  to  th e  te a c h in g s  g iv e n  b y  M a d u ra i S E E D .  

In d e e d , in  p u b lic  u n iv e rs it ie s , E n g l is h  is  n o t ta u g h t p ro p e r ly  o r  n o t  a t a ll,  it  re q u ire s  fo r  th a t g o  to  

p r iv a te  u n iv e rs it ie s .  

F in a lly  I  m e t V in d y a , a  y o u n g  s tu d e n t in  th e  2 n d  y e a r o f E n g lis h .  S in c e  th e  a g e  o f 8  s h e  is  in  

M a d u ra i S e e d . A c c o rd in g  to  h e r, b e in g  a t S E E D  is  a  w a y  to  o p e n  u p  a n d  le a rn  n e w  s k ills ,  to  f in d  

e a c h  o th e r 's  ta le n ts  a n d  to  s h o w c a s e  th e m . S in c e  s h e  is  in  M a d u ra i S e e d  s h e  h a s  c o n f id e n c e  in  

h e r  a n d  m a n a g e s  to  s p e a k  w ith o u t a n y  s ig n  o f s tre s s  in  f ro n t o f a  c ro w d . W h a t  s h e  lik e s  is  th e  

d if fe re n t c u ltu ra l o u t in g s  th a t c a n  a w a k e n  th e  in te lle c tu a l c u r io s ity .  

In  a d d it io n , s h e  s h a re s  w ith  m e  o n e  im p o rta n t th in g  a b o u t g ir ls ' e d u c a t io n . In  h e r o w n  w o rd s  s h e  

s a id  to  m e  th e  fo llo w in g : " I f  I  h a d  n o t b e e n  to  M a d u ra i S e e d , I  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  s to p p e d  th e  

c la s s e s  o r  I  w o u ld  h a v e  c o n t in u e d  b u t re tu rn in g  in  th e  e v e n in g , in s te a d  o f s tu d y in g , I  w o u ld  h a v e  

c o o k e d ,  c le a n e d  a n d  iro n e d . "  

In d e e d , e d u c a t io n  is  a  b a s ic  h u m a n  r ig h t th a t s h o u ld  b e  fu lly  e x e rc is e d  in  a ll c o u n tr ie s , b u t fo r  

m a n y  g ir ls  in  In d ia , a tte n d in g  s c h o o l is  n o t  a n  o p t io n . O n e  o f th e  m a in  re a s o n s  fo r  th e  la c k  o f g ir ls  

e d u c a t io n  in  In d ia  is  th a t In d ia  re m a in s  a  p a tr ia rc h a l so c ie ty , a  m a le  d o m in a te d  so c ie ty . A lth o u g h  

th e  c o u n try  is  p ro g re s s in g , th e  b e lie f th a t w o m e n  b e lo n g  to  th e  h o m e  is  s t ill  w id e s p re a d . P o v e rty , 

is  a n  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r , b u t  it  is  n o t  th e  o n ly  th in g  th a t  d is ru p ts  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l r ig h t  to  e d u c a t io n .  

T h e re  is  a  c o m m o n  b e lie f  in  ru ra l v illa g e s  th a t  g ir ls  m u s t  s to p  a t te n d in g  s c h o o l a f te r  p u b e rty , 

a s  th e y  a re  m o s t o fte n  te a s e d  b y  b o y s  fo r  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  th e ir  w a lk  fro m  h o m e  to  s c h o o l.  

In d ia  h a s  th e  la rg e s t n u m b e r o f  m a r r ie d  c h ild re n  in  A s ia , a n d  th e re  is  in e v ita b ly  th is  d o g m a  th a t 

s u r ro u n d s  g ir ls :  e d u c a t in g  th e m  is  a  w a s te  o f t im e  a n d  m o n e y  b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  b o rn  o n ly  to  

b e  m a rr ie d  a n d  to  m a n a g e  th e  h o u s e .  

T h e  3  s tu d e n ts  e v e n tu a lly  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  c h a n g e s  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  

e s p e c ia lly  o n  th e  q u a lity  o f  te a c h in g .  T h e y  a d d  th a t  th e re  is  a  lo t  o f  fa v o r it is m  w ith in  th e  

c la s s ro o m s . In  a d d it io n ,  th e y  to ld  m e  th a t  s tu d y in g  in  a  p u b lic  s c h o o l is  n o t  a s  v a lu a b le  a s  

s tu d y in g  in  a  p r iv a te  s c h o o l,  th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  a re  n o t  th e  s a m e  in  th e  e n d . 

C o n fe re n c e  g iv e n  o n  th e  F re n c h  e d u c a tio n  s y s te m  

A  lo c a l o rg a n iz a t io n  p a r tn e r to  M a d u ra i S E E D  o ffe re d  m e  to  g iv e  a  c o n fe re n c e  o n  th e  F re n c h  

e d u c a t io n  s y s te m  to  te a c h e rs ,  s tu d e n ts , w r i te rs  a n d  e v e n  jo u rn a lis ts .  T h e  c h a lle n g e  w a s  to  

p re s e n t th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f o u r s y s te m  fro m  k in d e rg a rte n  to  h ig h e r e d u c a t io n  s o  th a t th e  p u b lic  

c a n  th e n  c o m p a re  w ith  th e ir  e d u c a t io n a l s y s te m .  

F o r  4 5  m in u te s  I  e x p la in e d  in  T a m il h o w  o u r  e d u c a t io n a l s y s te m  w o rk e d . T h e n  fo r  1  h o u r, 

q u e s t io n s  w e re  a s k e d  b y  s tu d e n ts  in te re s te d  in  s tu d y in g  in  E u ro p e . In  m o s t u n iv e rs it ie s  in  

M a d u ra i,  th e re  is  n o  s c h o o l e x c h a n g e  s y s te m , w h ic h  is  a  b ig  m is ta k e  I  th in k .  

M o re o v e r, I  e x c h a n g e d  a  lo t a b o u t th is  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  p r iv a te  a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  In d e e d , 

a s  I  h a v e  a lre a d y  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e , in  In d ia  th e re  a re  d if fe re n t ty p e s  o f s c h o o ls :  s ta te -o w n e d  

s c h o o ls  a n d  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls .  P u b lic  s c h o o ls  d o  in d e e d  a  c o m m e n d a b le  jo b  in  m a k in g  e d u c a t io n  

a c c e s s ib le  to  a  la rg e r n u m b e r o f p e o p le  a n d  n o rm a lly  d o  s o  fo r  f re e .  T h e y  a re  a  g re a t h e lp  to  

p e o p le  in  u rb a n  a n d  ru ra l a re a s  fo r  w h o m  it  is  im p o s s ib le  to  b r in g  th e ir  c h ild re n  to  th e  m o s t 

e x p e n s iv e  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls .  H o w e v e r, s o m e  p ro b le m s  p e rs is t .  
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P u b lic  s c h o o ls  a re  n o t d e e m e d  to  o ffe r  s tu d e n ts  th e  e d u c a t io n a l a n d  h o s p ita lity  s ta n d a rd s  th a t 

a re  a v a ila b le  to  th e m . O n e  o f th e  m a in  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f th is  p h e n o m e n o n  is  p e rh a p s  th e  s c a rc ity  

o f jo b s  fo r  y o u n g  s c h o o l c h ild re n  in  In d ia , e s p e c ia lly  in  ru ra l a r e a s . A fte r  a ll,  w h y  w o u ld  o n e  w a n t  

to  b e  a n  e n g in e e r in g  s tu d e n t a n d  th e n  s ta y  a t h o m e  w ith o u t a  jo b ?  B e c a u s e  y e s , m a n y  s tu d e n ts  

w h o  h a v e  s tu d ie d  in  p u b lic  u n iv e rs it ie s  d o  n o t f in d  a  jo b .  T h e y  m u s t b e  c o n te n t w ith  lo w e r - le v e l 

jo b s  e v e n  a fte r  h a v in g  b e e n  e d u c a te d , a n d  h a v in g  a  b a c h e lo r  o r  m a s te r  d e g r e e . 

I  ta k e  fo r  e x a m p le  th e  c a s e  o f a  g ir l th a t I  m e t, s h e  is  p a s s io n a te  a b o u t d e s ig n  a n d  fa s h io n . 

H o w e v e r ,  th e re  is  n o  s e c to r  in  th is  a re a  in  M a d u ra i.  F o r  la c k  o f a  m e a n s , s h e  s im p ly  s tu d ie d  

e n g in e e r in g  a t a  p u b lic  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  w h o s e  re g is t ra t io n  fe e s  a r e  fre e , a lth o u g h  s h e  k n o w s  th a t  

h e r  d ip lo m a  w ill h a v e  n o  v a lu e  b e c a u s e  s h e  w ill n o t f in d  a n y  e m p lo y m e n t in  th is  f ie ld .  

S o , I  a s k e d  w h y  s tu d y  e n g in e e r in g  if  u lt im a te ly  a  jo b  in  th is  a re a  is  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  t o  f in d . I  h a v e  

b e e n  to ld  th a t o n e  th e  fe e s  a re  f re e  a n d  tw o  h a v in g  a  d e g re e  in  e n g in e e r in g  is  w e ll s e e n  b y  th e  

s o c ie ty .  W h e n  I a s k e d  h e r  w h a t s h e  w a s  g o in g  to  d o  a fte r  g ra d u a t io n , s h e  s a id  th a t s h e  w o u ld  f in d  

a  te a c h in g  p o s it io n  a t a  p u b lic  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l,  a  m o re  a c c e s s ib le  jo b  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  s tu d ie d  

a t p u b lic  u n iv e rs it ie s .  S h e  a ls o  to ld  m e  th a t b e in g  a  te a c h e r  in  a  p u b lic  s c h o o l is  n o t  th e  s a m e  a s  

b e in g  a  te a c h e r in  a  p r iv a te  s c h o o l,  th e  s a la ry  b e in g  b e tte r .  

E d u c a t io n  in  s u c h  a  s itu a t io n  b e c o m e s  a  w a y  to  w a s te  t im e  a n d  th is  is  a  w o r ry in g  a s p e c t .  F o r  th is  

re a s o n , e v e n  lo w - in c o m e  fa m ilie s  t ry  to  s e n d  b y  a ll m e a n s  e v e n  th e  w o rs t,  th e ir  c h ild re n  in  a  

p r iv a te  in s t itu te  fo r  a  b e tte r  fu tu re .  T h is  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  p u b lic  a n d  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls  is  th e n  a  

p o in t o f c o m p a r is o n  w ith  F ra n c e . T h e re  a re  p r iv a te  a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  in  F ra n c e , b u t e v e ry o n e  

c a n  c la im  a  q u a lity  e d u c a t io n  in  e a c h  o f its  s c h o o ls  a n d  h a v e  a  g o o d  jo b  a t  th e  e n d  w ith o u t  

d is t in c t io n .  

A ls o ,  s o m e  w e re  p a rt ic u la r ly  s h o c k e d  a b o u t  th e  m a n y  h e lp  g iv e n  to  u s  b y  th e  F re n c h  s ta te  to  

f in a n c e  o u r s tu d ie s  a n d  fo r  o u r n e e d s . In d e e d , in  F ra n c e , S tu d e n t w ith  s c h o la rs h ip  c a n  b e  

e x e m p te d  fro m  tu it io n  fe e s , a n d  re c e iv e  a n  a llo w a n c e  e v e ry  m o n th . In  a d d it io n ,  s o m e  s tu d e n ts  

a ls o  re c e iv e  h o u s in g  a llo w a n c e s . In  In d ia , o n  th e  o th e r h a n d , p a re n ts  a re  ru in in g  th e m s e lv e s  to  

p a y  fo r  c h ild re n 's  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  

T h e  e d u c a tio n  o f S r i L a n k a n  re fu g e e s  in  T am il N a d u  

In  th e  p a s t d e c a d e , m o re  th a n  tw o  m illio n  c h ild re n  h a v e  b e e n  k ille d  in  c o n f lic t ,  a n d  a n o th e r s ix  

m illio n  h a v e  b e e n  in ju re d  a n d  m o re  th a n  o n e  m illio n  o rp h a n s  c a n  b e  fo u n d . 

S r i L a n k a  is  o n e  o f th e  re g io n s  in  th e  w o r ld  w h e re  h u m a n  e th n ic  c o n f lic t  h a s  p e rs is te d  fo r  d e c a d e s .  

M a n y  T a m il re fu g e e s  f ro m  S r i L a n k a  h a v e  ta k e n  re fu g e  in  th e  s ta te  o f T a m il N a d u  in  s o u th e rn  

In d ia . T h e s e  re fu g e e s  h a v e  b e e n  re h a b ilita te d  in  c a m p s  o n  th e  e a s t c o a s t o f T a m il N a d u  fo r  m o re  

th a n  tw o  d e c a d e s .  M a d u ra i S e e d 's  te a m  p re p a re d  a  c u ltu ra l t r ip  to  a  S r i L a n k a n  re fu g e e  c a m p . 

W e  w e n t to  o n e  o f  th e  S r i L a n k a n  re fu g e e  c a m p s  in  M a d u ra i  to  le a rn  m o re  a b o u t th e  liv in g  

c o n d it io n s  o f c h ild re n  a n d  s tu d e n ts , in c lu d in g  th e ir  s itu a t io n  re g a rd  to  s tu d ie s .  

W ith  C a m e ra  a n d  n o te p a d , m y  m is s io n  w a s  to  g o  th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  c a m p  to  a s k  th e  p a re n ts  

a b o u t  th e ir  liv in g  c o n d it io n s  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  in  re la t io n  to  s tu d ie s .  I  h a d  th e re fo re  p re p a re d  a  lo t 

o f  q u e s t io n s  in  o rd e r  to  q u e s t io n  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th is  c a m p .A s  a  S r i L a n k a n  o f  T a m il o r ig in ,  I  

h a d  to  s e e  fo r  m y s e lf  th e  c o n d it io n s  in  w h ic h  m y  c o m p a tr io ts  liv e d .  

W h a te v e r th e  re a s o n s  fo r  th e s e  fo rc e d  m o v e m e n ts  a n d  m ig ra t io n s , n e w  c h a lle n g e s  a re  fa c e d  in  

th e s e  c a m p s , in c lu d in g  h o w  in d iv id u a ls  (c h ild re n  a n d  a d u lts ) ,  fa m ilie s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s  c a n  

e x e rc is e  th e ir  h u m a n  r ig h ts , in c lu d in g  th e  r ig h t to  p ro te c t io n , e d u c a t io n  a n d  d ig n ity .  
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W o m e n , m e n , b o y s  a n d  g ir ls  o f a ll a g e s , re fu g e e s , a s y lu m -s e e k e rs , s ta te le s s  p e rs o n s , re tu r n e e s  

o r  in te rn a lly  d is p la c e d  p e rs o n s  h a v e  th e  r ig h t to  e d u c a t io n .  

H o w e v e r ,  it  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t re fu g e e  c h ild re n  a re  f iv e  t im e s  m o re  lik e ly  th a n  th e ir  n a t io n a l p e e rs  

to  b e  o u t o f s c h o o l.  T h e  la c k  o f e d u c a t io n a l o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  re fu g e e s  fu e ls  o n g o in g  m ig ra t io n , 

x e n o p h o b ia  a n d  d e s p a ir .   

A  g o o d  e d u c a t io n  is  th e re fo re  fu n d a m e n ta l to  e n a b le  a  p ro m is in g  fu tu re  fo r  re fu g e e s .  T h e re  is  a ls o  

a m p le  e v id e n c e  th a t m ig ra n t,  re fu g e e  a n d  a s y lu m  s e e k e r  s tu d e n ts  in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s  a re  a t a  m u c h  

h ig h e r  r is k  o f m a rg in a liz a t io n  in  e d u c a t io n a l s y s te m s  a n d  o p p o r tu n it ie s  c o m p a re d  to  n a t iv e  

s tu d e n ts . 

F o r  e x a m p le , b e c a u s e  o f th e ir  u n c le a r le g a l s ta tu s  a n d  la c k  o f u n ifo rm  d o c u m e n ta t io n , S r i L a n k a n  

T a m il re fu g e e s  h a v e  lim ite d  a c c e s s  to  e s s e n t ia l s e rv ic e s  a n d  a lm o s t n o  m e a n s  o f s u b s is te n c e .   

W h ile  s o m e  re fu g e e s  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  g e n e ra te  in c o m e  b y  w o rk in g  in  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r, m a n y  

o f th e m , p a rt ic u la r ly  v u ln e ra b le  w o m e n  a n d  e v e n  m e n , a re  fo rc e d  to  re ly  o n  in c o m e  fro m  s m a ll 

jo b s  a s  a n  u n s u s ta in a b le  liv e lih o o d  o p t io n  th a t o fte n  e x p o s e s  th e m  to  e x p lo ita t io n .  

 

B e c a u s e  y e s , a lth o u g h  n o t  o f f ic ia lly  a llo w e d  to  w o rk  in  In d ia ,  re fu g e e s  w o rk  in  th e  in fo rm a l  

s e c to r  to  s u p p le m e n t  th e ir  in c o m e s :  in  m o s t  c a s e s ,  th e y  a re  o f te n  s tu d e n ts  w ith  a  B a c h e lo r  o r  a  

M a s te r  D e g re e . 

 

F ro m  w h a t I  h a v e  s e e n  a n d  h e a rd ; T a m il re fu g e e s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  s e e k in g  to  g o  a b ro a d  fo r  

liv e lih o o d  o p p o r tu n it ie s .  In d e e d , if  y o u  a re  a  re fu g e e  y o u  c a n  o n ly  a p p ly  fo r  a  jo b  if  it  is  in  p r iv a te  

s e c to rs  lik e  fo r  e x a m p le , h o u s e k e e p e r o r  m a s o n . T h e re  is  th is  la b e l s tu c k  o n  th e ir  fo re h e a d  a n d  it  

d e p r iv e  th e m  o f a  g o o d  jo b  d e s p ite  a  d ip lo m a  in  th e ir  p o c k e t. 

A  w r ite r  b y  th e  n a m e  o f  P a th in a th a n , a  S r i L a n k a n  T a m il w h o  h a d  a c c o m p a n ie d  u s , to ld  in  a n  

in te rv ie w , th a n  c o m p a n ie s  a re  re lu c ta n t to  e m p lo y  q u a lif ie d  p e o p le  f ro m  th e  S r i L a n k a n  re fu g e e  

c o m m u n ity .T h a t is  w h y  m a n y  d e c id e  to  g o  a b ro a d .   

 

I  m e t a  y o u n g  S r i L a n k a n  re fu g e e  c o u p le , o n e  o f w h o m  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  a n  e n g in e e r in g  s c h o o l 

a n d  th e  o th e r f ro m  a  m a s te r 's  d e g re e  in  m a th e m a t ic s .  T h e  w ife  is  a  h o u s e w ife  m o m  a n d  g iv e s  

tu to r in g  c la s s e s  in  th e  c a m p , w h ile  th e  h u s b a n d  is  a  h o u s e  p a in te r  in  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r .  

 

A s  m u c h  a s  a n  In d ia n  p e rs o n  c o m in g  fro m  a  p o o r  fa m ily , a n d  w ith  a  B a c h e lo r  o r  M a s te r  d e g re e  

c a n  f in d  s o m e h o w  a  jo b  e v e n  if  it  is  n o t th e  g o o d  f ie ld , a  re fu g e e  s tu d e n t is  s u re  n o t to  f in d  s o m e  

b e c a u s e  o f h is  le g a l s ta tu s , w h ic h  is  to ta lly  d if fe re n t fro m  re fu g e e s  in  F ra n c e  w h o  s tu d y  a n d  f in d  

th e  s a m e  jo b  a s  a  F re n c h  c it iz e n , a n d  c a n  a ls o  a p p ly  to  b e  n a tu ra liz e d .   

 

O n  th e  o th e r h a n d , re fu g e e  s ta tu s  w ith in  th e  m e a n in g  o f th e  G e n e v a  C o n v e n t io n  d o e s  n o t e x is t in  

In d ia . I f  n o  la w  is  p a s s e d  o n  th e  s ta tu s  o f re fu g e e s  in  In d ia , th e  fu tu re  o f th e  n e x t g e n e ra t io n s , 

e s p e c ia lly  w ith  re g a rd  to  e d u c a t io n  a n d  e m p lo y m e n t, is  c o m p ro m is e d .  
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Conclusion: 

In  In d ia , th e  c h o ic e  to  liv e  o u ts id e  th e  fa il in g  g r id  o f g o v e rn m e n t s e rv ic e s  is  u s u a lly  re s e rv e d  fo r  

th e  r ic h  o r  th e  m id d le  c la s s ,  w h o  c a n  a ffo rd  p r iv a te  h o u s in g , p r iv a te  h o s p ita ls  a n d  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls .  

H o w e v e r ,  a n  in c re a s in g  n u m b e r o f p o o r p a re n ts  in  In d ia  a re  n o w  ra is in g  fu n d s  to  s e n d  th e ir  

c h ild re n  to  lo w -c o s t  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls  in  h o p e s  o f h e lp in g  th e m  e s c a p e  p o v e rty . 

E d u c a t io n  in  In d ia  is  a  s y s te m  th a t th e re fo re  re q u ire s  c o n s id e ra b le  im p ro v e m e n t e s p e c ia lly  fo r  

p e o p le  f ro m  p o o r fa m ilie s  a n d  th is  m u s t  c o m e  f ro m  a  c h a n g e  in  p o lic y . F o r  e x a m p le ,  it  is  n e c e s s a ry  

to  m a k e  p r iv a te  s c h o o ls  m o re  a c c e s s ib le  b y  ta k in g  in to  a c c o u n t  th e  re s o u rc e s  o f p o o r fa m ilie s ,  o r  

to  im p ro v e  p u b lic  u n iv e rs it ie s , in  p a rt ic u la r  b y  im p ro v in g  th e  q u a lity  o f  e d u c a t io n . 

In  th is  s e n s e ,  M a d u ra i S e e d 's  c o m m itm e n t to  s tre n g th e n in g  a n d  s u p p o r t in g  d is a d v a n ta g e d  

c h ild re n  is  v is ib le .  M a d u ra i S E E D  h a s  c h a n g e d  th e  liv e s  o f  m a n y  c h ild re n  a n d  y o u th  in  

K a ru m b a la i,  c o m in g  f ro m  a  s lu m , g o in g  to  s c h o o l,  c o n t in u in g  to  s tu d y  a t  s c h o o l,  g o in g  to  

u n iv e rs ity , h a v in g  a  jo b  th ro u g h  to  e d u c a t io n  is  a  b ig  c h a n g e  to  th e m . 

M a n y  p a re n ts  in  K a ru m b a la i b e g a n  to  th in k  th a t e d u c a t io n  w a s  a  s te p  in  g e tt in g  o u t  o f p o v e rty . 

E v e n  if  p e o p le  e n d  u p  w ith  lo w -p a y in g  a n d  in s e c u re  jo b s , w h ic h  in  m o s t c a s e s  d o  n o t c o r re s p o n d  

to  th e ir  le v e l o f e d u c a t io n ,  s o m e  c h ild re n  in  M a d u ra i to d a y  d e s p ite  th e  d if f ic u lt ie s  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  

to  le a v e  th e  s lu m  th a n k s  to  th e  e d u c a t io n , h a v e  fo u n d  a  jo b  w ith  a  c o r re c t s a la ry  a n d  to d a y  a re  

s p o n s o rs  a n d  f in a n c ia lly  s u p p o r t M a d u ra i  S e e d .  B e y o n d  th is , M a d u ra i S e e d  h o p e s  in  th e  fu tu re  

to  e x p a n d  h e r te r r ito ry  a n d  b u ild  la rg e r b u ild in g s  to  w e lc o m e  c h ild re n  in  b e tte r  c o n d it io n s .  

I t  w a s  a n  in c re d ib le  e x p e r ie n c e  e v e n  it  w a s  s h o rt;  I  w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  th e m  a g a in  fo r  th e ir  

k in d n e s s ,  th e ir  g e n e ro s ity , th e ir  s m ile  a n d  th e ir  g o o d  m o o d . T H A N K  Y O U  
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Site visit by Melli Annamalai, Asha Boston, July 9-10, 2018  

On this visit I spent time with some of the youth volunteers who are eager to do 

social work. Arun a product of the Seed centres was working in Bangalore and 

has come to Madurai to take up some projects with Seed. Karthi's wife Elavarasi 

has blossomed into an excellent social worker. The three of them form such a 

good team. Arun posted on Facebook that they are available to teach at local 

government schools, and four schools responded taking them up on their offer! 

Arun has embarked on this work and believes the he can work with students who have fallen behind 

in the government schools and help them learn better.  

Then there are Vicky and Anand, such excellent photographers. I wish I could give all them 

fellowships and have a whole team of youth in Madurai working for social change. Alas, Asha's 

resources are limited.  

This time I went with a concrete plan of discussing a topic, and I chose Vietnam, a place I had visited 

recently. We had a lively discussion around Vietnam, and how in eleven short years after sending 

the US troops back home Vietnam had pivoted to capitalism. The entire war was for nothing. I also 

talked about the connection, far back in time, between India and Vietnam.  

We also held an event at the Thedalgal center for young people, built in collaboration with 

Kaliedoscope. Asha's support includes a small stipend for maintaining the place. It has been built 

on the terrace of a house. and is such a pleasant place to be. Even in hot Madurai, this space was 

pleasant. All kudos to Kaliedoscope founder Prof. Prabhakar. The space is used for book readings, 

art events, and so on. Again, I appreciated that Seed had been creating these relationships with 

other non-profits in Madurai.  
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Report from Andrea Wilson, English Tutor, Switzerland 

In the summer of 2018, I visited Madurai Seed as a volunteer. It was my 

second visit, and returning after 2 years, I was keen to see old faces again 

and hear the stories of the students` progress. I was not disappointed. 

I was very warmly welcomed and spent much of my two weeks in English 

evening classes with a group of mixed level students. We read and did 

various activities and games around a story and our lessons were 

fascinating and great fun. For me this was a first teaching non-adults, and I was met each evening 

by eager faces, students who seemed to enjoy and value learning, and who had a wonderful 

sense of fun. It was a great pleasure over these two weeks to see so many young people engaged 

and absorbed by the classes and activities on offer at the evening school, and especially to see so 

many young girls actively involved in education and building their futures and future choices. 

During my stay, Madurai Seed were to perform and film a drama they had written themselves 

during one of their camps. Two days after I arrived, the whole school travelled out to a hill outside 

the city to rehearse and film the production in preparation for the performances at various schools 

and hostels over several dates.. I saw here what I saw on numerous other occasions with the 

organisation; a very joyful group of volunteers and students of all ages and sizes working together 

as a team; the home-grown actors, directors, cameramen, make-up artists here, there the 

costume makers, bringers of breakfast, prompters, carers, translators (for my benefit) all pulling 

together to make their unique film. For me this was a very apt picture of what Madurai Seed 

achieves in its work in Karumbalai. 

There are many things I admire about Madurai Seed: the fact that it is truly a grass roots 

organisation; that the team care so passionately about the education of children, who are the 

future; that there is a significant place for joy and creativity in education; that learning is not just a 

matter of maths, physics, languages and bookish study, but also a place for learning life skills such 

as saving money, co-operation, mutual respect, acceptance of others and self-esteem; that these 

endeavours really do change the course of people`s lives.  

I am firmly convinced that the experiences children make with Madurai Seed are character 

building and powerfully enduring. However, one of the most inspiring things for me is the 

dedication that Madurai Seed seems to inspire in a number of people who pass through its doors, 

with each generation of students producing a team of future volunteers, mentors and role models, 

and so many happy memories. Long may they continue.   
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Our days with Madurai Seed Family 

written by Katrin & Urs, Switzerland 

It was our first visit to India and since we did not know what to 

expect we were overwhelmed by the hearty and warm welcome 

of Karthik, Elaa and Arun at Madurai airport. After a first night’s 

rest at the hotel, we went to the “headquarters” and heart of 

Madurai Seed – Karumbalai - and already gained some insight 

into its magic when we were welcomed by very curious, lively and excited children and highly 

motivated volunteers, who clearly have found a second home through this project.  

In the first week the plan was to get to know Madurai in the mornings and to teach some 

lessons at Madurai Seed in the evenings. Elaa and Arun very kindly introduced us to the realm of 

Hindu religion in the impressive Meenakshe Temple, to India’s struggle of independence in the 

Ghandi museum and we thereby learned a lot about Indian culture and its people. 

 In the evenings, Katrin, as a trained English teacher, together with Arun, started working with 

the volunteers to improve their English. In their lessons, they focused on short stories, related 

vocabulary and pronunciation. The eager and highly motivated volunteers made these lessons a 

pleasure and success.  

Having only very little experience in teaching, Urs was assisting Elaa in the science lessons 

for the younger students of MS. They were working on maths puzzles to train basic operations, 

science experiments - such as making the fire of a candle go out when deprived of oxygen - and 

also raised awareness of environmental issues (especially plastic waste) through role plays. 

On the last day of this week, we organised a small workshop for the volunteers, which 

focused on story-writing and Haikus. They were writing their first poems about a particular moment 

that they remembered well, and the resulting haikus were impressive, capturing vividly intimate 

moments in their lives. However, educating those young people with more holistic approaches (in 

contrast to the rather frontal methods that they experience at the public schools) is by no means 

the only achievement of Madurai Seed. This project goes way beyond the provision of education 

to young and underprivileged students.  

This became particularly clear during the second week of our visit, which was fully 

dedicated to Pongal, a four-day harvest festival. Instead of letting MS activities rest, Karthik, Arun 

and Elaa organised an excursion to a farmer’s field outside of Madurai, to thank and honour the 

farmers’ hardship and work. To witness these colourful ceremonies and the children’s excitement 

and joy about spending a day outside of Karumbalai is something we will certainly never forget 

and keep in our hearts.  



Yet, not only does Madurai Seed take these young people of Karumbalai outside of their 

everyday environment to see something different in the world, but they also put much effort into 

nurturing and unearthing the creativity and talents slumbering in these youngsters. We were able 

to enjoy the fruits of these endeavours during the evening of National Youth’s Day, when the 

children and volunteers performed in plays, traditional dances, and other acts in the streets of 

Karambulai. The performances did not have a mere entertaining aspect, though. Social and 

political topics where very present, as for example in the stunning production depicting the 

struggle of Indian society with caste, religion and language.  It was also nice to see that this event 

was not only from and for Madurai Seed members but attracted the attention of the whole quarter. 

All in all, we were very much impressed and touched by the effort that Karthik, Elaa, Arun 

and the other trustees put into Madurai Seed. The same holds for the volunteers without whom the 

project in this form would not work. Although Madurai Seed is a comparatively small project, we 

were able to witness how great an impact such passionate devotion can achieve. While the “Seed” 

in Madurai Seed refers to initial support that wants to be given to the children in this project, we 

consider the project a plant which has to be taken care of and is, without doubt, worth supporting 

and we hope to see its roots becoming even stronger.  
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Report from Keith Rossburough, English Professor, Switzerland 

I returned to Madurai Seed (MS) in Karumbalai with a colleague Nick 

Bell in January 2019. Our time was mostly spent with Madurai Seed’s 

young people. We also gave a teacher-training workshop to a group of 

young teachers in training at Thedagal Resource Centre.  

The input sessions with the young people consisted of various activities 

including, vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and job interview skills. For instance, 

the young people were encouraged to bring their own newspaper articles to class with which 

various tasks were carried out. As usual, the young people were very proactive, motivated, and 

participated in the various tasks with enthusiasm, while collectively achieving the desired task 

outcomes.  

During the one-day trainee-teacher workshop, which was also attended by some of MS’s young 

people, we introduced Concept Questions and Time Lines (Workman 2008). This input was 

enthusiastically received by the participants who repeatedly commented on how useful these 

activities were to teach aspect of time, using concept questions to check student understanding. 

We also used this input at MS with the young people a second time, as they wanted to learn more 

about incorporating these kinds of activities into their teaching.  

What really struck me about this visit was seeing how far the young people have developed 

professionally, as some of whom are now working is exciting fields including graphic design and 

teaching. This is extremely motivating for me to see and just confirms the wonderful work being 

done at Madurai Seed. We were sent off with a theater production depicting the three aspects that 

divide Indian society: language, caste and religion. A powerful performance given by the children 

of MS, this reassured me that given the opportunity, it’s possible to will-out talent, as was 

displayed by the young children.  
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Report from Nick Bell, English Teacher, Switzerland 

I want to say what struck me about Madurai Seed during the short visit Keith 

and I made in January 2019. I studied education in England and it was so 

refreshing to see ideas that had inspired me then implemented with so much 

heart and intelligence. I would say that the Madurai Seed model deserves to 

be used throughout the world, with the provison that the work has to come 

from the grass roots (rather than imposed from above) and be implemented 

with love. This is the case at Madurai Seed, due to the warmth, energy and dedication shown by 

Karthik, Ela, Arun and the other key players, the wonderful young people and the kids themselves.  

 

What particularly impressed me was the progressive orientation of the curriculum, with plenty of 

scope for individual creativity and expression. The Madurai Seed emphasis is truly on education in 

the best sense of bringing out each individual’s talents. A good example of this was the performance 

in the street in front of the Madurai Seed office on our last evening, showing the enemies of society 

being defeated by the people.  

 

I was apprehensive before visiting India for the first time, but the way Keith and I were welcomed, 

looked after throughout our visit, and celebrated on the last evening was extraordinary: we were 

made to feel at home in so many ways. The classes and workshop we gave were challenging but 

enjoyable and our students were always attentive and fully engaged. After this outstanding 

experience I intend to return to Karambalai, bringing my wife Maggi with me next time.  

 

130 



 

Report in Tamil from Prasanth, Theatre Student, University of 

Hyderabad. He is a Srilankan Tamil student worked as a volunteer for 

4 days during our Margazhi Utsav- Children Carnival and Theatre 

Festival.   

 

kJiu rPL Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh 

mz;ikapy; Kfg;Gj;jfj;jpy; khu;fop cw;rtk; Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpw;fhd 
miog;gpjio ghu;j;jNghJ jkpo; ehlfq;fs; vd;w clNd kdJf;Fs; xU tpjkhd 
G+upg;G. fhuzk; i`juhghj;jpy;; jkpo; ehlfq;fs; ghu;g;gnjd;gJ kpfTk; mupjhd tplak; 
mJ kl;Lkpy;yhky; Foe;ijfs; ehlfj;jpUtpoh vd;wJk; gy tifahd vz;zq;fs; 
vdf;Fs; mirNghl;ld. ,jid vg;gbahtJ ghu;j;jhf Ntz;Lk; vd;w Mirapy; ,Ue;j 
NghJ mjid nraw;gLj;jp je;jtu;fs; jpNd~; mz;zh kw;Wk; aho;fiy ikak; 
GJr;Nrup Nfhgp mz;zh mtu;fs;. ,t;thW khu;fop cw;rtj;jpid xUtopahf 
nrd;wile;jNghJ Muk;gNk ehd; fw;gid nra;jjpypUe;J rw;W khwhfNt 
mike;jpUe;jJ khu;fop cw;rtk;. ghu;itahsu;fis tuNtw;gjpypUe;J mq;F Xbahb 
Ntiy nra;gtu;fs; vy;NyhUNk rpwpatu;fs; kw;Wk; ,isatu;fs;;;. mtu;fSila 
RWRWg;Gk;> mauhj ciog;Gk; ,tu;fisnay;yhk; rupahd topapy; newpg;gLj;jpf; 
nfhz;L ,Uf;Fk; kJiu rPL mikg;gpDila ,af;Fdu;fs; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh kw;Wk; 
,sturp mf;fh ,tu;fs; vy;NyhUila rq;fkNk ,e;j khu;fop cw;rtj;jpd; ntw;wpnad 
mq;F  Nghd XupU ehl;fspNyNa vd;dhy; czuf;$bajhf ,Ue;jJ. 

 Kjy; ,Uehl;fs; Gjpa ,lk;> Gjpa kdpju;fs; vd mtu;fNshL ,iztjpy; rw;W 
jaf;fq;fs; ,Ue;jhYk; mtu;fs; midtUk; vd;NdhL gofpa tpjKk;> cgrupj;;j 
tpjKk; vd;id mtu;fspypUe;J gpupj;Jg;ghu;f;;f ,aytpy;iy> ehopiffs; efu efu 
mJ vd;Dila epfo;T vd;w kdepiy vd;id njhw;wpf; nfhz;lJ. fpl;lj;jl;l MW 
ehl;fs; mtu;fSlNdNa Nru;e;J jq;fp mtu;fspd; gazj;jpd; xU rpW JUk;ghf 
,Ue;jjd; tpisthf vd;dhy; gy tplaq;fspy; ey;ynjhU mDgtj;jpid 
ngwf;$bajhf ,Ue;jJ. 

 xU Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh vLj;J elj;Jtjd; nghWg;Gf;fisAk;> mjd; 
rpukq;fisAk;> mtw;iw mtu;fs; nrt;tNd ifahz;l KiwapidAk; vd;dhy; 
fz;Z}lhf ghu;f;ff; $bajhf ,Ue;jJ. kJiu rPL Foe;ijfisAk;> ,isQu;fisAk; 
itj;Jf; nfhz;L Ie;J ehs; Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpid mtu;fs; gy;NtW 
Nfhzq;fspy; xt;nthU ehl;fSk; xd;NwhL xd;W njhlu;Gglhj tifapy; 
tbtikj;jpUe;jhu;fs;. 

 xt;nthU ehl;fSk; khiy 4.30 kzpf;F Muk;gkhFk; Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh ,uT 
7.30 kzptiu eilngw;wJ. rpy ,lq;fspy; Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh vd;ghu;fs; mq;F 
Foe;ijfs; ghu;itahsu;fshf kl;LNk ,Ug;ghu;fs;. Mdhy; ,q;F Foe;ijfs; 
ghu;itahsu;fshf kl;Lky;yhky; Mw;wifahsu;fshfTk;> nraw;ghl;lhsu;fshfTk; rpy 
Neuq;fspy; Mrpupau;fshfTk; $l nraw;gl;lhu;fs;. Foe;ijfsplk; ,Ue;J fw;Wf;  
nfhs;tjw;F epiwa tplaq;fs; ,Uf;F vd;w cz;ikapid kJiu rPL Foe;ijfs; 
%yk; ehd; mbf;fb czu;e;J nfhs;sf;$bajhf ,Ue;jJ. 



 NeuKfhikj;Jtk;> xUtUf;F xUtu; tpl;Lf; nfhLj;jy;> cjtpnra;jy;> 
RWRWg;G> ey;y tplaq;fis kw;wtUf;F nrhy;ypf; nfhLj;jy;> ntspg;gilahd Ngr;R 
vd ,d;Dk; gy tplaq;fis nrhy;ypf; nfhz;Nl nry;yyhk; Muk;gj;jpy; kJiu rPL 
vd;gJ Mjutw;w Foe;ijfs; guhkupg;G mikg;ngd vz;zpa NghJ mq;F nrd;wjd; 
gpw;ghLjhd; mJ xU mwpNthL $ba Mf;fj;jpwd; nraw;ghl;L ikak; vd tpsq;fpaJ. 
mikg;ig Rw;wpAs;s gpuNjrq;fspy; tho;fpd;w ghlrhiy kw;Wk; fy;Y}upapy; fy;tp 
gapy;fpd;w khztu;fis fy;Y}up kw;Wk; ghlrhiy Kbe;jjd; gpw;ghL khiy Kjy; 
,uTtiu jpdrup mtu;fsJ tPl;Lg;ghlq;fisf;ftdpj;jy;> 
ghlq;fisr;nrhy;ypf;nfhLj;jy;> Mf;fj;jpwd; rhu;e;j ,iz ghltpjhdq;fspy; 
<Lglitj;jy; vd mtu;fis ehisa nghWg;Gkpf;f r%fkhf ey;topg;gLj;Jfpd;w 
ew;gzpikak; vd vd;dhy; Gupe;J nfhs;sKbe;jJ. 

 ,jpy; mq;F fy;tp fw;W ed;epiy mile;j khztu;fs; mq;NfNa 
njhz;luhrpupau;fshf ,Ug;gJ rpwg;gpw;Fupa tplakhFk;. khztu;fSf;;nfd E}yfk;> 
juq;fSf;F Vw;g tFg;giwfs; vd mtu;fSf;F gytifahd trjpfisAk; Vw;gLj;jp 
nfhLj;Js;shu;fs;. kJiu rPL mikg;gpdupd; ,e;j njhlu; gazk; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zhtpd; 
mauhj ciog;gpYk; KO%r;rpYk; ,UgJ Mz;Lfisf; fle;J te;jpUf;fpd;wJ. mjd; 
tpisNt ,e;j khu;fop cw;rtk; 2018 Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh. ,jw;F Kd;ghf gy 
epfo;Tfs;> ehlfq;fs;> gapw;rpg;gl;liwfs; vdg; gytw;iw nra;J ,Ue;jhYk; Ie;J 
ehl;fs; nfhz;l ehlf tpoh nra;tJ ,JNt Kjy;Kiw. 

 Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpw;F Vw;whw;Nghy fhe;jp kpA+rpaj;jpy; cs;s Fkug;gh 
Fbypid xt;nthU ehl;fSk; tpj;jpahrkhd Kiwapy; fpilg;gtw;iwf; nfhz;L 
khw;wpaikj;j tpjk; mtu;fSf;Fs; ,Uf;Fk; fw;gid tsj;jpid giwrhw;wpa Xu; 
mk;rkhFk;. ,it kl;Lky;yhJ Gj;jff;filfs;> jPd;gz;lf;filfs; vd Foe;ijfs; 
jpUtpoh ghu;itahsu;fs; kdjpy; NtnwhU jsj;jpw;F nrd;wpUf;Fk; vd;gjpy; vt;tpj 
Iag;ghLfSk; ,y;iy. toikahd epfo;Tfs; Nghy; jiyik ciu> rpwg;Giu Nghd;w 
Muthuq;fs; vJTk; ,y;yhky; tpisahl;L> ,uhjhfpU~;zdpd; Foe;ijfs; ghly; 
Nghd;wtw;Wld; Muk;gkhd jpUtpohtpd; Kjy; ehspy; nrd;id> fdT ntspapid 
Nru;e;j Mop ntq;fNlrd; mtu;fSila rpe;Jghj; fly;gazk; vd;w Xuhs; ehlfk; 
Mw;Wif nra;ag;gl;lJ.  

 ,uz;lhtJ ehspid rpwg;gpf;Fk; Kfkhf %d;W Mw;Wiffs; fz;fSf;F 
tpUe;jspf;ff; fhj;jpUe;jd. khiy 4.30 kzp njhlf;fk; 5.30 kzptiu rpwhu;fspd; 
Mf;fj;jpwd; rhu;e;j nraw;ghLfs; Kd;ndLf;fg;gl;ld. gpd;G fijAk; tpisahl;Lk; 
vDk; jiyg;gpDs; Mw;Wif xd;wpid epfo;j;jpapUe;jhu; ngq;fSu;> Nk[pf; fhu;ngl;il 
Nru;e;j jpUkjp.mfpyh mtu;fs;. mjidj; njhlu;e;J kJiu rPL Foe;ijfspd; md;id 
nkhop epoy; nghk;kyhl;lk; ,lk; ngw;wJ. ,jidj; newpg;gLj;jpapUe;jhu; jpU.jpyfuh[d; 
(Mrpupau;: kJiu) mtu;fs;. mLj;j epfo;thf muq;NfwpaJ kJiu rPL Foe;ijfSila 
khDlk; ntd;wJ vd;w ehlfk; ,jid ,af;fpapUe;jhu; jpU.uh[;Fkhu; (Mrpupau; : 
kJiu) 

 ,jpy; kJiu rPL Foe;ijfspdhy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l Mw;Wiffs; ngUk; 
tuNtw;igg; ngw;wpUe;jJ vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;f tplakhFk;. ,uz;lhk; ehspd; ,Wjp 
epfo;thf fiyQu;fisf; nfsutpf;Fk; epfo;T eilngw;wJ. xt;nthU ehspd; 
,WjpapYk; mLj;j ehs; epfo;TfSf;F ahu;? ahu;? nghWg;ngLj;Jf; nfhs;tJ vd;gjpy; 
fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh kpfTk; mjpf ftdk; nrYj;Jthu;. me;jtifapy; %d;whtJ ehs; 
if tz;zq;fs;> J}upif tz;zq;fs;> fhfpjj;njhg;gpfs; vd Foe;ijfSf;F 
tz;zkakhd ehshf mike;jpUe;jJ. ,jpy; vdf;F rpy tpisahl;Lf;fis 



nrhy;ypf;nfhLj;J mtu;fSld; Nru;e;J tpisahLtjw;fhd tha;g;gpid toq;fpapUe;jhu; 
fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh. mJkl;Lky;yhky; kJiu rPL Foe;ijfs; jq;fSf;Fj; jhq;fNs 
topfhl;bahf khwp ngupatu; rpwpatu; vd;w ghFghby;yhky; fhfpjq;fspy; gytifahd 
njhg;gpfis jhq;fNs nra;J kw;wtu;fSf;F toq;fpaJ vd;gJ mtu;fsJ 
jiyikj;Jt> MSikapid czu;j;Jfpd;w Xu; tplakhf mike;jpUe;jJ.    

 %d;whtJ ehspd; Kjy; Mw;Wifahf mike;jJ kJiu rPL Foe;ijfspd; 
xapyhl;lk;. ,jidj; njhlu;e;J ,uz;lhtJ Mw;Wifahf jQ;ir cjpup ehlf 
epyj;ijr; Nru;e;j jpU.tp[aFkhu; mtu;fsJ Nfhkhspapd; Fjpiu vd;fpd;w Xuhs; 
ehlfkhdJ muq;fpid myq;fupj;jpUe;jJ. gpd;G fiyQu; nfsutpg;G> ,uT Nghrzk; 
vd ,dpNj epiwT ngw;wJ %d;whtJ ehs; Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh.  

 ehd;fhtJ ehs; jpUtpohthdJ ,d;Dk; nkU$l;lg;gl;l Kiwapy; khWgl;l gy 
epfo;TfSld; fisfl;baJ. njd;Ndhiy kw;Wk; gidNahiyfSld; $ba if 
Ntiyg;ghl;bdhy; Md jiyf;ftrk;> fpsp> fhw;whb vd ,d;Dk; gytifahd 
tbtq;fspid ehd;F kzpj;jpahyq;fspw;F Nkyhf njhlu;;r;rpahf ,Ue;j ,lk; tpl;L 
mfyhJ mjid rpwg;ghf nra;J gps;isfSf;F toq;fpapUe;jhu; jpU.jpyfuh[d; 
mtu;fs;. mJkl;Lky;yhky; fhfpjq;fisf; nfhz;L cilfis cUthf;Fk; 
nghWg;ghdJ vdf;F toq;fg;gl;lJ. ehd; rpWtu;fSf;F cjhuzkhf xU cilapid 
kl;Lk; nra;J fhl;lj; njhlq;fpa NghJ mtu;;fs; jhq;fshfNt jq;fSf;nfd gpbj;j 
cilfis njupT nra;J nfhz;L vd;Dila ve;j cjtpAk; ,y;yhky;> jd;dpr;irahf 
vd;idtpl rpwg;ghf nra;jpUe;jhu;fs;. 

 ,e;j nraw;ghL eilngw;Wf; nfhz;bUe;j mNj jUzj;jpy; NtnwhU ,lj;jpy; 
tz;zk; jPl;ly;> xl;Lr;rpj;jpuk;> fspkz; iftz;zk; vd;gd rpwhu;fSf;fhf 
xOq;fikf;fg;gl;L ntFrpwg;ghf eilngw;Wf; nfhz;bUe;jd. ,t;thwhd 
Nfhyhfyq;fspd; kj;jpapy; Mw;Wiffs; Muk;gkhff; fhj;jpUe;jd. Kjy; Mw;Wifahd 
kJiu rPbd; ,uz;L Fl;b [hk;gthd;fspd; rpyk;ghl;lk; eilngw;wJ. ,J ghu;j;jtu;fs; 
midtiuAk; gpukpg;gpy; js;spa Mw;Wifahf mike;jJ.  

 mLj;jjhf fy;tpapd; jpzpg;ghy; gps;isfs; gLk; mt];ijfis mUikahd 
nkl;by; ghb mrj;jpapUe;jhu; jq;if thdtpy; mtu;fs;. ,jidj; njhlu;e;J muq;F 
fz;lJ ney;iy jhkpuguzp fiyf;FOtpid Nru;e;j jpU.kjpaofd; mtu;fspd; fij 
nrhy;Yk; fiy. 

 ,tuJ Mw;Wifapidj; njhlu;e;J muq;NfwpaJ nrd;id> jpizepythrpfs;> 
jpU.gf;&jpd; mtUila newpahs;ifapy; kJiu rPL Mrpupaj;njhz;lu; =khd; 
thrpk;fhd; mtu;fspd; ebg;gpy; cUthd thUq;fs; tz;lthsq;fis rhg;gpLNthk; 
vd;Dk; Xuhs; ehlfk;. ,t;thwhd rpwg;ghd Mw;WiffSld; ,dpNj fope;jJ ehd;fhk; 
ehs;. 

 md;iwa ehspd; ,uTg; nghOjpy; mLj;j ehspw;fhd epfo;r;rpepuy; gw;wp 
fye;Jiuahlg;gl;l NghJ fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh vd;dplk; Nfl;Lf; nfhz;lhu;. gj;J epkpl 
ehlfk; xd;iw kJiu rPL gps;isfis itj;J cUthf;fpj; juKbAkh? vd;W. ,ij 
ehd; rw;Wk; vjpu;ghu;f;ftpy;iy. ,Ug;gpDk; mtuJ md;ghd Ntz;LNfhSf;F kWg;Gj; 
njuptpf;f Kbahjtdha; re;Njhrkhf rk;kjpj;Jf; nfhz;Nld;. ,J vdf;F fpilj;j 
tha;g;ghff; fUjpf;nfhz;L mjw;fhd Ntiyapy; jPtpuk; fhl;lj; njhlq;fpNdd;. kWehs; 
Ie;jhtJk; ,WjpAkhd khu;fop cw;rt Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh #Lgpbf;f Muk;gpj;jJ. 

 khiy 4.30 kzpastpy; Muk;gkhd epfo;Tfspy; kl;ghz;lj;jpd; iftpid 
Ntiyg;ghLfs; rpWtu;fSf;F nrhy;ypf; nfhLf;fg;gl;lNjhL kl;Lky;yhky; mtu;fSld; 



rpWtu;fSk; iftpidahsu;fshf khwpg; gy iftpid Ntiyg;ghLfis 
cUthf;fpapUe;jhu;fs; vd;gJ xU jdpj;Jtkhd nraw;ghlhf ,Ue;jJ. giwapir 
Koq;f Mly;> ghly; vd rpwhu;fSila kdq;fs; thdj;jpy; ,wf;if fl;b 
gwe;Jnfhz;bUf;f kJiu rPL gps;isfspd; G+uz xj;Jiog;gpYk;> mu;g;gzpg;gpYk; 
cUthd tz;zq;fsw;w Xtpak; vd;w FWehlfk; vd;dhy; newpahs;if nra;ag;gl;L 
NkilNawpaJ.  

 ehlfj;jpidj; njhlu;e;J mLj;j epfo;thf gujehl;ba Mw;Wif ,lk;ngw;wJ. 
gpuf;Qh mtu;fspd; eldMw;Wif muq;NfwpaJ. ,jd; gpd;G khu;fop cw;rtj;jpd; ,Wjp 
epfo;thf GJr;Nrup> aho;fiy ikaj;jpid Nru;e;j jpU.Nfhgp mtu;fspd; 
newpahs;ifapy; jpUkjp.MNuhf;fpa Nkup ];nly;yh mtu;fspd; ebg;gpy; kPd; 
thq;fiyNah kPd; vd;w Xuhs; ehlfkhdJ fz;fSf;F tpUe;jspj;jpUe;jJ. Ie;jhk; 
ehs; ehlf tpoh Nguhrpupau; K.uhkrhkp> Nguhrpupau; Re;ju;fhsp> ajhu;j;juh[d;> uh[;Fkhu;> 
jpyfuh[d; vd gy;NtWgl;l MSikfspd; rq;fkkhf mike;jpUe;jJ. ,jpy; 
K.uhkrhkp Iah mtu;fs; kJiuapy; jhd; ,Uf;fpd;whu;fs; vd;gJ vdf;F Kjypy; 
njupahJ. njupe;jTld; mtiug; ghu;f;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w Mty; vd;idj; J}z;baJ. 
mg;nghOJ mjid epiwNtw;wpj; je;jtu;fs; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh> vOj;jhsu; gj;jpehjd; 
kw;Wk; thrpk;fhd; Nghd;Nwhu;. uhkrhkp Iahtplk; epiwa tplaq;fis Nfl;lwpAk; 
MtYld; Ngrpf;nfhz;L ,Uf;fpd;w NghNj mtu; vy;NyhuplKk; ghFghby;yhky; 
goff;$ba vspikahd kdpju; vd;gjid vd;dhy; czuf;$bajhf ,Ue;jJ. 
mJkl;Lky;yhky; vd; md;ghd Ntz;LNfhSf;fpzq;f mtu; vOjpa E}iy mtuJ 
ifnaOj;Jld; vdf;fhf mspj;jpUe;jhu;.  

 Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpy; ,Ue;j MWehl;fs; Mop ntq;fNlrd;> mfpyh> 
jpyfuh[d;> tp[aFkhu;> kjpaofd;> Nfhgp> K.uhkrhkp> gpughfu;> gj;jpehjd;> MNuhf;fpa 
Nkup ];nly;yh> ajhu;j;juh[d;> tbNty;> kNdhfud;> G+gjpuh[; vd tpuy;tpl;L 
vz;zKbahj gy;NtW MSikfSld; ClhLtjw;fhd fsj;jpid 
Vw;gLj;jpj;je;jpUe;jhu; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh mtu;fs;. mtUf;F vt;tsT ed;wpfs; 
nrhd;dhYk; <lhfhJ.  

 mq;F ,Uf;fpd;w Neuq;fspy; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh vd;dplk; mjpfkhff; Nfl;fpd;w 
Nfs;tp rhg;gpl;Bu;fsh? ,tiu re;jpj;J NgrpdPu;fsh? vd ,it ,uz;Lkhfj;jhd; 
,Ue;jd. ,e;j md;gpw;Fk; mf;fiwf;Fk; vd;Wk; ehd; flikg;gl;ltdhfNt 
,Uf;fpd;Nwd;.  

 khu;fop cw;rtj;jpy;; gj;jpw;F Nkw;gl;l Mw;Wiffisg; ghu;g;gjw;fhd tha;g;G 
fpilj;jJ. Xuhs; ehlfk;> ehlfk;> $j;J> epoy; nghk;kyhl;lk;> fij nrhy;Yk; fiy> 
giwapir> xapyhl;lk;> rpyk;ghl;lk;> gujk;> ghly; vd xt;nthU Mw;WiffSk; 
vdf;Fs; tpj;jpahrkhd mDgtj;jpid Vw;gLj;jpd. vt;thW Foe;ijfisf; ftUk;gb 
fij nrhy;tJ> vg;gb ehlfj;jpw;Fs; mtu;fisAk; Xu; Mw;Wifahsuhf khw;WtJ> 
Foe;ijfis ikag;gLj;jp Mw;Wiffis nra;fpd;w NghJ vt;thwhd tplaq;fis 
jtpu;g;gJ Nghd;w gd;Kfj;jd;ikahd Nfs;tpfisAk;> mjw;fhd toptiffisAk; 
,e;j Mw;WiffSk; ,e;j Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohTk; vdf;F toq;fpapUe;jd. 

 ,tw;NwhL xU Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpid ifapnyLj;J elj;Jfpd;w NghJ 
vt;tsT nghWg;Gf;fis ehq;fs; Rkf;f Ntz;bAs;sJ> vt;tsT tplaq;fis 
ftdpf;fNtz;bAs;sJ> vg;gb jd;NdhL Nru;e;J Ntiy nra;gtu;fis topg;gLj;jy; 
Ntz;Lk; vd gy mk;rq;fis ,e;j khu;fop cw;rtk; vdf;F fw;Wf; nfhLj;jJ. ,jw;F 
Kd;Djhuzkhf epd;W nraw;gl;ltu; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh mtu;fs;. 



 te;j fiyQu;fs;> ghu;itahsu;fs;> eyd; tpUk;gpfs; vd midtiuAk; 
ftdpg;gJ fiyQu;fisf; nfsutpg;gJ> mtu;fSf;F NjePu;> czT cgrupg;G> 
xt;;nthU ehs; Mw;Wiff;Fg; gpd;dhd Gwr;#oy; Rj;jk;> kWehs; Mw;Wif gw;wpa 
jpl;lkply;> khu;fop cw;rtj;jpy; gad;gLj;jpa nghUl;fisg; gf;Ftg;gLj;jy;> ,Uf;fpd;w 
kdpj tYtpidAk; trjpapidAk; gad;gLj;jp vt;thW Ntiyfis Jupj fjpapy; 
rpwg;ghf nra;J Kbj;jy; Nghd;w gy;NtW tplaq;fis Ntiyg;gOf;fSf;F kj;jpapYk; 
fdfr;rpjkhf kJiu rPL mikg;gpdu; nra;jpUe;jik vdf;Fs; Mr;rupaj;ij 
Vw;gLj;jpapUe;jJ. ,e;j Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpy; ftiyf;Fupa tplak; vd;dntd;why; 
xupU ehl;fspy; ghu;itahsu;fspd; tUifAk;> tuNtw;Gk; $Ljyhf ,Ue;jd. Mdhy; 
xl;Lnkhj;jkhf ghu;f;fpd;w NghJ kJiu rPL Foe;ijfs; me;j tpohtpy; ,l;l 
ciog;gpidg; ghu;f;fNth> urpf;fNth> cw;rhfg;gLj;jNth ey;y kdq;fspd; 
Nghjhikapid czuf;$bajhf ,Ue;jJ. 

 ,jpy; rpy epfo;Tfspy; kl;Lk; mtu;fspd; gps;isfis Kd;tupirapy; mku;j;jp 
mjpy;; me;j gps;is gaid milAk; tiu fhj;jpUe;J gpd; te;j Ntiy Kbe;jTld; 
kw;w epfo;Tfisg; ghu;f;fhky; Foe;ijfis mioj;Jr; nrd;wtu;fSk; cz;L. 

 ,ytrkhf eilngw;w ,e;j Foe;ijfs; jpUtpohtpid gps;isfSld; cs;Ns 
mku;e;J ghuhky; tPjpapy; epd;W Ntbf;if ghu;j;jtu;fSk; cz;L. ,t;thwhdtu;fis 
vt;thwhd ghu;itahsu;fs; vd;Nw gpupj;Jg;ghu;f;fj; njupatpy;iy. ,ae;jpuk; Nghy 
Xbf;nfhz;bUf;Fk; kdpj tho;f;ifapy; rpy kf;fsJ ,J Nghd;w nraw;ghLfs;> 
fiyfs; kPjhd mtu;fsJ kjpg;gPl;bid Nfs;tpf;Fs;shf;Ffpd;wJ. ,t;thW jpUk;Gk; 
gf;fq;fspy; vy;yhk; gy mDgtq;fis ms;spf; nfhl;baJ ,e;j khu;fop cw;rtk; 
2018 Foe;ijfs; jpUtpoh. 

 ,q;F ,Ue;j FWfpa fhyg;gFjpapy; vdf;fhd midj;J trjpfisAk; ve;jf; 
FiwAk; ,y;yhky; Kfk; Ropf;fhky; nra;J je;jpUe;jhu; fhu;j;jpf; mz;zh> mtNuhL 
mUz; mz;zh> tpf;fp> Mde;j;> gpNuk;> jPgf; vd ,d;Dk; gy NjhoikfSf;Fk; ed;wp 
$w flikg;gl;Ls;Nsd;. 

 ey;y tpijfs; vg;NghJk; jhdhf cUthFtjpy;iy ey;y cuq;fs; ,Lfpd;w 
NghJjhd; mit tpUl;rq;fsha; cUkhWfpd;wd. me;jtifapy; mt;thwhd xU 
Ntiyapid nra;J nfhz;bUf;fpd;w kJiu rPL mikg;gpw;F ed;wpfisAk; 
tho;j;Jf;fisAk; njuptpj;Jf; nfhs;fpd;Nwd;. ,J Nghd;w nraw;ghLfs; njhlu;e;J 
elf;f Ntz;Lk;. ,t;tikg;G ,d;Dk; gy Mz;Lfspy;; ntw;wpNahL fhyb vLj;J 
itf;f Ntz;Lk;. mjw;F kf;fs;> eyd;tpUk;gpfs; vd vy;NyhUila G+uz xj;Jiog;G 
NkYk; fpilf;Fk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifAld; cq;fNshL njhlu;e;Jk; Nru;e;J gazpf;f 
fhj;jpUf;Fk;. ed;wpfSld; gpu~he;j ;.  

 

 

 



Connect With us  

Our YouTube Channel   https://www.youtube.com/user/maduraiseed1999/ 

Our Facebook Page   https://www.facebook.com/maduraiseed/ 

Our Blog     www.maduraiseed.blogspot.com  

Our Website    www.maduraiseed.org  

Our Email     maduraiseed1999@gmail.com  

 

Some videos from 2018-2019 

April, May, June 2018 Activities  https://youtu.be/wXO0O_SuJDU 

Ithu Yaar Kombu? Children play https://youtu.be/RvoAd2ADVVs 

Manudam Vendrathu- Children play https://youtu.be/xKu9YGdI4Yg 

Oyilattam – Folk dance    https://youtu.be/zMevFBQpnQE 

Margazhi Utsav – Children Carnival  https://youtu.be/3dDeLH6AITs 
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Vergal Arangam 

Roots going to hold the future world 
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Kanavugal Arangam 

Where dreams come true 
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